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PREFATORY NOTE. 


THE collection of letters, of which 
some are here presented, was originally 
published in 1877, under the editorship 
of the Rev. William Hanna, D.D.; and 
a fourth edition of them has been re- 
quired to meet the public demands. 
While it is believed that the desire to 
possess these interesting, and in some 
respects quite unique letters, will cause 
their increased circulation, it has been 
thought that a selection from them, 
issued under such conditions as to put 


the little volume within the reach of 
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many readers to whom the full collec- 
tion is not accessible, might be at once 
acceptable and valuable, as an impulse 
and help towards the nutrition and 
growth of a healthful spiritual life in 
a younger generation. 

Thomas Erskine was born in 1788; 
he died in 1870. With his ancestry 
are connected important historical and 
literary associations: his great-grand- 
father, Colonel John Erskine of Car- 
nock, having been a member of the last 
Scottish, and of the first British Parlia- 
ment, and other members of the family 
having been distinguished as preachers 
and authors. 

Of Mr. Erskine’s personal history 
very little can be told here. He be- 


came a member of the Scottish Bar in 
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1810. Residing in Edinburgh, he had 
access to the best society which the 
Scottish capital then afforded. The 
estate of Linlathen had been pur- 
chased by his father, a cadet of the 
house of Cardross, and on the death of 
his elder brother in 1816, became his 
home, where during the remainder of his 
life he continued to reside. He had 
early in life deeply felt the supreme 
claims of Christianity on his dutiful 
affection ; and in 1820 appeared the 
earliest of a series of works all tending 
in the same direction, “On the Internal 
Evidence for the Truth of Revealed Re- 
ligion,” which rapidly attained a wide 
circulation. 

During successive years, at in- 


tervals, he made long visits to the 
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Continent, spending his time chiefly in 
France, Italy, and Switzerland, and the 
results of the many friendships thus 
formed are apparent in his letters. The 
distinguished character, and the variety 
of his correspondents at home and 
abroad, cannot but strike every reader 
of his letters as remarkable. 

His literary cultivation extended over 
a wide field, of which the peculiar charm 
of his style is, no doubt, in part the 
fruit. Besides his reading in modern 
languages, it was his habit to read the 
Scriptures of both Testaments in the 
original tongues ; and, it may be added, 
he had a special delight in the study 
of Plato. 

His personal character was extremely 


attractive, and was best disclosed in 
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familiar intercourse with those on whose 
sympathy he could rely. Of his con- 
versations Dean Stanley wrote, “I have 
always felt that whilst it was impos- 
sible to form any conception of the 
man except from his conversations, it is 
almost equally impossible to give to one 
who had no experience of them an 
adequate idea of what those conversa- 
tions were.” 

One who knew him intimately, and 
whose judgment on such a point is 
valuable, Mr. A. J. Scott, Principal 
of Owens College, Manchester, when 
writing in 1855 to a mutual friend, at 
that time suffering under a_ recent 
bereavement, used these words: “It 


was with no small pleasure that I 
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thought of Erskine being with you at 
such a time, the man who, of all I ever 
knew, renders humanity and Christian- 
ity most completely into the form of 
sympathy.” This power of sympathy 
formed, no doubt, one of the most 
influential elements of a singularly 
beautiful nature; and during his long 
life it was his blessed work to comfort 
others with the comfort wherewith he 
himself was comforted of God. 

To conclude: it may be said that the 
root-thought and conviction of his mind 
and spirit was the infinite abiding love 
of God towards every soul whom He 
hath brought into being, and which 
found expression in the words of a 


hymn by Trench, which he was accus- 
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tomed to circulate, and of which a few 


verses may here be quoted :— 


I say to thee—do thou repeat 
To the first man thou mayest meet 
Tn lane, highway, or open street,— 


That he and we and all men move, 
Under a canopy of love, 
As broad as the blue sky above ; 


That doubt and trouble, fear and pain 
And anguish,—all are shadows vain, 
That death itself shall not remain ; 


And ere thou leave him, say thou this, 
Yet one word more,—They only miss 
The winning of that final bliss, 


Who will not count it true that Love, 
Blessing, not cursing, rules above, 
And that in it we live and move. 


FRANCIS RUSSELL. 


Epinsuren, May 31st, 1888. 
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1, To Dr, CHALMERS, 


LInLAtHEN, 5th Sept. 1818.: 
My pEAR Sir,—I am much gratified 

with the prospect which your letter 
holds out to me of hearing from you 
occasionally. To those whose hearts 
are apt to get slack and cold amidst the 
difficulties of the narrow way, every- 
thing which acts as a stimulus is most 
desirable, and the sympathy of our fel- 
low-travellers does stimulate; although 
I know also by experience that there 
are few things which require to be con- 
nected with a sterner guard over our 
own hearts, because there are few things 
which tend more to self-deception, as 
we easily imagine ourselves to be in the 
right way while we are talking about 
Geo ae 

A 
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It seems to me of great consequence 
to remember that the connection be- 
tween the Christian faith and character 
is not arbitrary but necessary,—that it 
is not the connection which subsists 
between the fir and the ship in which it 
is inserted as a mast, but the connection 
which subsists between the fir and its 
root before it is cut down. And this 
constitutes the closeness of the union 
which subsists between Christ and His 
people; His work of love received by 
faith becomes the principle and root of 
spiritual life within them. This prin- 
ciple is not subject to the influence or 
condemnation of sin, it is the immortal 
tie which binds the Father of spirits to 
all-His family throughout the universe. 
It is sweet to think of those who, having 
by mercy been made partakers of this 
new and interminable life, have de- 
parted from this scene of death to a 
nearer and fuller enjoyment of the 
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fountain of their spiritual being. They 
are like Him, for they see Him as He 
is. The veil being removed, like 
mirrors they reflect back His own 
character, and thus partake His joy. 
On this day three years ago I wit- 
nessed the departure of a friend, who, I 
hope, is now with the Lord. What a 
comfort it is to think that your father 
according to the flesh is a branch of the 
true vine!’ . . .—Yours with much 
regard, T. ERSKINE. 


2. To Dr. CHALMERS. 
HERRNHUT, 12th Dec. 1822. 
My prEar Sir,—I have often thought 
of you since we parted, and of the pro- 
mise which I made to you of writing, 
and this place has recalled both very 
forcibly to my recollection. We have 
often conversed about Moravianism, and 


1 Dr. Chalmers’s father died 26th July 1818. 
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here I am in the metropolis of Mora- 
vianism. Here I am an eye-witness of 
the order, and tranquillity, and gentle- 
ness, and cleanliness of Moravianism, and 
I feel convinced that the mere date at the 
top of my page will make this letter ac- 
ceptable to you. Every person you meet 
in the street bows, or wishes you good- 
morning or good-night, with the air of a 
brother or a sister. There is a repose in 
every face and in every action that you 
see. The burial-ground, Gottes acker 
(God’s acre, or field), is a most interesting 
spot, close by the town, which seems to 
give a lesson of silence and peace to the 
whole district. There may, however, 
be a mannerism in all this. It is very 
beautiful no doubt, but surely Chris- 
tianity was never intended to interfere 
with the natural relations of life, and to 
form men into artificial communities, 
put rather to infuse its own character 
and life into those relations which 
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already existed. Herrnhut is a Chris- 
tian Lanark or Sparta—in some measure 
at least. 

I have seen many most valuable 
people on the Continent. There is a 
great deal of cordiality in Germany, 
and I have been received as a brother 
by many of them, and they are all 
anxious to furnish me with further in- 
troductions.. In general I find the 
Calvinistic points in great disrepute 
amongst evangelical Germans. They 
do not seem to understand the distinc- 
tion between moral and natural neces- 
sity, and they imagine that they can 
distinguish between foreknowledge and 
predestination in God. For my own 
part, I do not find predestination 
directly in the Bible, but I could no 
more separate the belief of predestina- 
tion from my idea of God, than I could 
separate the conviction of moral respon- 
sibility from my own consciousness. I do 
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not, to be sure, see how these two things 
coincide, but I am prepared for my own 
ignorance on these points. We know 
things, not absolutely as they are in 
themselves, but relatively as they are 
to us and to our practical necessities. 
I understand both these things as they 
relate to me, but I don’t see their rela- 
tion to each other, because I don’t see 
them as they are absolutely. Arminians 
have no right to attribute reprobation 
to Calvinists, and Calvinists have no 
right to attribute self-righteousness to 
Arminians. Both inductions may be 
just in metaphysics, but religion is not 
a piece of metaphysics. 

I find the distinction of objective 
and subjective religion very important. 
Some of the Christians whom I have 
seen here make their religion entirely 
an interior thing, 2.e. entirely subjective. 
In the Bible it is objective, 7.e. it con- 
sists of the history of God’s dealings 
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chiefly—but objective for the purpose 
of producing subjective religion. The 
Moravians are objective; they don’t 
talk of faith, but of the cross and the 
glory of Christ. 

I see also the great importance of 
stating the facts of revelation rather 
than the dogmas which are educible 
from these forms. This also the Mora- 
vians attend to. I desire to be a little 
child. I have seen many very infantine 
characters, not affected simplicity, but 
genuine unintentionalness and humility, 
with excellent understandings. They 
are not so practical as the English, but 
they are cleverer in thought. I have 
formed some friendships, which I hope 
will last for ever. There is a Heubner 
at Wittenberg, a most delightful man 
—he lives close by the place where 
Luther studied, and where the Spirit of 
God came mightily upon him; a Leon- 
hardi at Dresden, with whom, however, 
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I am obliged to speak in Latin; a Merle 
D’Aubigné at Hamburg, the descendant 
of the friend of Henry iv. of France. I 
need not tell you names, but I wish you 
knew the persons. My dear sir, I re- 
commend myself and my friend Mr. 
Stirling to your prayers. Mr. S. met 
me at Hamburg.— Yours most truly, 
T. ERSKINE. 


3. To Mapame VERNET. 
4th June 1825. 

My pear Frienp, — Though I feel 
that the voice of human consolation is 
absolutely nothing in a grief like yours, 
yet I cannot but express to you how 
deeply I condole with you, and how 
earnestly I desire for you that He who 
alone can comfort may comfort you and 
your mourning family, and sanctify to 
you this solemn and heartrending event. 
“ Be still and know that I am God.” 
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Within a month God has taken from 
you your father and your son, but it is 
God—the God of love, the God who so 
loved the world as to give His only- 
begotten Son to die for it. Let your 
wounded spirit rest on this. Here isa 
balm for the broken heart. Take refuge 
in God. Abidein Him. Trust in Him, 
and you shall not be disappointed or 
confounded. He who restored to life 
the son of the widow at Nain (Luke vii.), 
was standing by your son at the awful 
moment, and ordered every circumstance. 
He loved your son as He loved the son 
of that widow, and if it were good for 
him and for you, would restore him as 
He did the other. He loved your son, 
for He made him and died for him, and 
He says to you as He did to that mourn- 
ing mother, “Weep not.” Oh, what a 
word is that, coming from the heart of 
omnipotent love! Oh, may He graci- 
ously speak to you Himself, and say, 
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‘ Be of good cheer, it is I; be not afraid. 
Daughter, be of good cheer, thy sins 
are forgiven thee.” And may He open 
the ears of your heart, that you may 
hear His voice and feel the sweetness 
and the power of Hisconsolation. Trust 
your son with unhesitating confidence 
in the hands of our Lord Jesus Christ ; 
His hands are kind and tender hands. 
Your affection for your son is only a 
faint shadow of the fatherly love of God. 
Leave, then, all your anxieties in regard 
to him with God, and receive this event 
as an invitation to yourself and your 
family to enter into a closer communion 
with Him. I knowthat I cannot enter 
fully into the feelings of a mother, 
but Iam persuaded that there is not a 
pang the heart can endure which may 
not, by the blessing of God, become the 
seed of holiness and happiness. Our way 
to the heavenly city les through a wil- 
derness, through a vale of tears, and our 
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Master walked this road before us. He 
was a man of sorrows, and acquainted 
with grief whilst on earth, and now He 
reigns in the blessedness of God. This 
double inheritance He leaves to His 
people : “ If we suffer with Him, we shall 
also reign with Him.” 

Oh, my dear friend, my heart bleeds 
for you, although I know that all things 
work together for good to those who 
love God. And your husband—may the 
Holy Spirit, the Comforter, show to his 
soul the unspeakable love of Christ, and 
turn his natural sorrow into spiritual 
joy. And your other children, may 
they all seek and find a brother in their 
Saviour. God’s end in afflicting is to 
draw us to Himself, and to make us 
partakers of His holiness (Heb. xii.), to 
show us the vanity and insufficiency of 
created things, and thus to lead us to 
choose Himself for our portion. Nothing 
can separate us from His love. Oh, 
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precious words! Let, then, this love be 
the great desire and perpetual prayer of 
our souls. Let the language of our heart 
be, “Whom have we in heaven but 
Thee? and there is none upon earth 
that we desire beside Thee.” 


“ Give what Thou canst ; without Thee we are poor, 
And with Thee rich, take what Thou wilt away.” 


God is all. Weare His. He ought 
to be the first and the last in our hearts. 
Let Him, then, take His great power 
and reign within us. ‘This alone is 
peace; this alone is heaven. I beg to 
be remembered by you all as a friend 
who is willing to weep with you, though 
he cannot comfort you. 


4, To M. MERLE D’AUBIGNE. 
LINLATHEN, DUNDEE, 26th June 1826. 
My pEAR FRIEND AND BroTHER,— 
Grace, mercy, and peace be unto you! 


Perhaps you think that I have been 
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ungrateful and forgetful of the claims of 
friendship with regard to you, but there 
is not a man breathing on the earth 
whom I love more than you, or think of 
more frequently. Take this assurance 
in place of a regularly-sustained episto- 
lary correspondence. Well, how are 
you getting on in the pilgrimage? Oh, 
what I wish is, that spiritual eye, and 
ear, and heart, that might see, and hear, 
and feel God in everything—in every 
object of nature, in every event of time, 
in every duty, every difficulty, every 
sorrow, every joy. Enoch walked with 
God, and God took him. What a 
history of a life below, and a removal to 
a life above! ‘Such a life below let us 
try to lead, my friend, and let us daily 
learn to count all things but loss for 
the excellency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus. I should like well to be 
with you for a little while ; it is a plea- 
sure to me to feel with you, and to 


14 THE FATHERHOOD OF GOD 


think with you, and to know also that 
you have a pleasure in letting your 
spirit walk with mine. It is possible 
that I may be on the Continent soon 
again, and you will be one of my at- 
tracting points; but I shall let you 
know before, and arrange with you our 
times of meeting. I know not what 
may have been your lot since I parted 
with you, whether sorrowful or joyful, 
but I trust that it has been accompanied 
with a Father’s blessing to your soul. 
As I look upon you as one of God’s 
children, I may presume that you have 
had sorrow, for the promise is, ‘‘ In the 
world ye shall have tribulation ; in Me 
ye shall have peace.” How sweet the 
promise is! How consoling to receive 
tribulation as the fulfilment of a Father’s 
promise—as the private .cipher agreed 
on between the Saviour and the saved ! 
I have been seeing a good deal of sor- 
row lately, and I have myself drunk a 
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little of that salutary cup — Ye shall 
drink of the cup that J drink of. Is it 
not a high privilege to partake with 
the King of Righteousness and the 
King of Peace—the friend of the friend- 
less, my refuge, my portion? You will 
have felt with the poor Moneys, both in 
their sorrow and in their consolation, 
with which our gracious Lord has visited 
their wounded hearts. Remember me 
kindly to the M—— family. My sister, 
whom you saw at Brussels, and Mr. 
Stirling, are in the same house with me 
at present, and they send you their 
kindest regards. You gained their 
affections very much, and I liked them 
the better for liking you so well. Fare- 
well, my dear friend. Remember me 
before the throne where the Answerer 
of prayer sits, and ask for me what you 
feel that you need for yourself—a heart 
devoted singly to God, breathing after 
communion with Him, and consecrating 
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all its movements to His service. When 
you write to your mother, give her my 
affectionate regards.—Y ours, in the bond 
which endures, T, ERSKINE. 


5. To Miss RACHEL ERSKINE, 
CappER, Wednesday, 11th March 1829. 

My pEAR Covusin,—I was sorry to 
let the architect leave this for Gartur 
the other day without carrying some 
palpable testimony of my ever grateful 
and affectionate remembrance of you, 
and therefore I have begun this letter, 
that another messenger from us may 
not go empty-handed to you. I almost 
wish that I were with you just now, 
and I wish we could feel the pure sap 
of the true vine so active within us, and 
so binding us together by its heavenly 
sympathy, that we might have an un- 
interrupted intercourse, and might feel 
each other’s presence in the presence of 
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our Root, and Head, and Fountain. A 
friend of mine told me that he had 
been at different times sensible of 
spiritual blessings bestowed on him 
through the prayers of particular per- 
sons at a distance. He was conscious 
of a special blessing, and he had a most 
distinct impression that that blessing 
came to him through the prayers of a 
particular person; and on asking the 
person afterwards, he learned that he 
had been praying for that very blessing 
on him. I like such a story exceed- 
ingly. I like to think of the conde- 
scension of our God answering such 
petitioners as men to the very letter 
of their petitions; and I like to think 
of His binding souls so close as to make 
them channels to each other of the 
water of life. And thus there is a 
great increase of the spirit of thanks- 
giving, for each blessing is not only a 
reason of gratitude to the receiver of it, 
B 
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but also to those whose prayers of love 
have been answered in the bestowment 
of it. I have Keble lying open before 
me. The hymns for the Holy Week 
are beautiful—Monday is exquisite: 
I think that I like it best of them all. 
The use made of Andromache’s fare- 
well is quite filling to the heart, and 
the theology of the fourth stanza, 
“Thou art as much his care,” etc., is 
worth, in my mind, the whole Shorter 
and Longer Catechisms together. Good- 
night. 


6. To Mapame pr STAEL.! 


25 St. ANDREW’S SQuARE, EDINBURGH, 
4th Sept. 1829. 


GAUSSEN is quite right in telling you 
that I do not forget you before God. 
But I am much ashamed of my neglli- 
gence as a correspondent, especially 


1 Daughter of Madame Vernet, and daughter-in-law to 
the celebrated Madame de Staél. 
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when I consider what God has given us 
to correspond about. My dear friend, 
we may speak to each other about God’s 
love—God’s forgiving love in giving us 
His Son to be the propitiation for our 
sins. He has given His Son to you and 
to me, and in Him He has given us 
all things. When the Bible says, 
“‘ Acquaint thyself with God and be 
at peace,” it means to say that there 
is something in God which necessarily 
gives peace to every one that knows it. 
If a soul is not at peace, the only 
reason is because it does not know 
God. If Joseph’s brethren, as they 
stood before him, and not knowing who 
he was, but hearing him speak roughly 
to them, had been told, ‘This is your 
brother Joseph,” they would immedi- 
ately have been filled with terror, 
thinking that he would now take 
vengeance on them for their treatment 


of him; but if they could have looked 
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into his heart, and had seen there a 
forgiving love which yearned over 
them, and which was not in the 
smallest degree affected by their un- 
kindness to him, it is evident that 
although they would have reproached 
themselves far more than ever they 
had done before, yet they would have 
had a perfect deliverance from all per- 
sonal fears on their own account, they 
would have seen a ground of confidence 
in their brother’s character which must 
at once have given them peace. If 
Joseph had loved all of them except 
one, then it could not have been said 
to that one, “Acquaint thyself with 
Joseph and be at peace,” for the know- 
ledge that he was really excluded from 
Joseph’s love would have given him 
terror and not peace. And so if there 
were a single being whom God did not 
love, then it could not have been said 
to that being, “ Acquaint thyself with 


REVEALED IN CHRIST. 21 


God and be at peace.” But as it is 
said generally to all, it must also be 
true to all that God loves them, and 
that it is only necessary for them to 
know God’s feelings towards them, and 
to look into God’s heart, in order to 
have perfect peace. This is the mean- 
ing of being saved by faith. If God 
did not love, and had not forgiven us, 
our salvation could only be produced 
by our doing something which might 
make a change in God’s feelings to- 
wards us; that would be salvation by 
works, or by our doing something. 
But since God does love us and has 
forgiven us, we need not do any- 
thing to change God’s feelings, and all 
that is necessary for our peace and con- 
fidence is to know what the actual 
state of God’s feelings are toward us, 
and this is salvation by faith, cest a 
dire, salvation by knowing our real 
circumstances. All human religions are 
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founded on the principle that man must 
do something or feel something, or 
believe something, in order to make 
God love him and forgive him ; whereas 
God’s religion just contains a declara- 
tion that nothing of the kind is neces- 
sary on our part in order to make God 
forgive us, for that he hath dga, 
already, loved us and forgiven us, and 
given us His Son, and in Him all 
things. He hath declared this to the 
whole race without any exception, as a 
truth to each individual; so that the 
difference between the most miserable 
hater of God and the happiest child of 
God does not consist in this, that God 
loves the one and does not love the 
other ; but in this, that the one knows! 
God’s love to himself and the other 
does not. It is the same difference as 


1 The last words of Frederick D. Maurice to those 
around his death-bed were—‘‘The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the knowledge of the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all!” 
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there is between two men standing 
with their faces to the sun, the one 
with his eyes shut and the other with 
his eyes open. .. . 

And why has God taken such pains 
to satisfy us that He has indeed loved 
and forgiven all men? Just in order 
that every individual might see in God 
a perfect ground of confidence. Unless 
you know that God has forgiven you, 
and that He loves you, you cannot have 
any confidence in Him; and unless you 
have full confidence in Him, you can- 
not have peace with Him, you cannot 
open your heart to Him, you cannot 
love Him. It is the belief of His for- 
giving love to yourself which can alone 
open your heart to Him. This is the 
true meaning of the doctrine of personal 
assurance. It is not that God saves a 
man because he has an assurance of his 
own personal salvation, but that our 
hearts cannot open to God until we are 
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satisfied that He loves ourselves with 
a forgiving love. Until we are satisfied 
of His love to us, we cannot love Him ; 
and therefore we cannot obey Him, for 
there is no obedience without love. 
This is the meaning of John vi. 28, 29. 
When the multitude that were follow- 
ing Jesus asked Him, ‘“ What shall we 
do that we may work the works of 
God?” He answered them, ‘‘ This is 
the work of God, that ye believe on Him 
whom He hath sent.” Their question 
was, ‘“‘How are we to obey the com- 
mandments of God?” and His answer 
was, ‘You must begin by believing in 
God’s forgiving love to you in sending 
His Son to be the propitiation for your 
sins.” For until you believe this, it is 
impossible for you to obey the least of 
God’s commandments, because the least 
of His commandments requires love, 
and you cannot love Him until you are 
assured that He loves you. The know- 
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ledge of our own personal forgiveness and 
of our being personally embraced in the 
love of God is the first step in Chris- 
tianity. No one is a Christian until he 
knows this. And how may every one 
know this? See John i. 29; 2 Cor. v. 
POGe Whim, i, 1-6 ¥ Johm i, 2, ~The 
personal assurance rises out of the 
general declaration of forgiveness to_ 
all, and peace and joy and love rise 
out of the personal assurance. 

I long much to see both Madame de 
Broglie and yourself, but it seems to me 
that God has called me to be a witness 
for the truth at home. Iam continually 
engaged in preaching to small congrega- 
tions at present—three hours every day 
and often much more. If God lets me 
see it to be my duty to cross the 
- Channel this autumn to see you, it will 
be a great delight to me. Give my 
most brotherly love in Christ Jesus to 
Madame de Broglie and to your dear 
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mother. Give your child a kiss and a 
blessing from me, as from one who loved 
his father. Talk over this letter with 
Madame de B., and let me know how 
you feel about it. 


7. To Mrs. BURNETT. 
CapDpER, 15th February 1837. 

Dear FRIEND,—. . . We straiten our 
own spiritual education within limits 
which God never intended, when we 
confine our learning to His dealings 
with ourselves personally, instead of 
partaking in the schooling of others, 
which, if it did nothing else, would 
exercise and increase the spirit of love. 
I have often intended to write more to 
you about accepting our punishment. 
I shall try a little now. It seems to 
me clearly the meaning of the Bible 
that the great things which Jesus Christ 
has done for us, namely, His coming 
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into our flesh, and suffering and dying 
for us, are only then properly and fully 
beneficial to us when they are in a 
measure wrought and reproduced in our 
hearts by His Spirit within us. Thus, 
though He has tasted death by the 
grace of God for every man, yet those 
only who are conformed to His death 
have the full blessing. And although 
it is the blood of Christ that cleanseth 
from all sin, it is only when that blood 
is sprinkled on the conscience of an 
individual that that individual is purged 
by it, so that he is fit to serve the living 
God—Rom. vi. 5-8; Heb. ix. 14-22. 
There is one passage on the subject 
that I would particularly direct your 
attention to at present, Phil. i. 9, 10, 
in which the true righteousness is de- 
scribed—the righteousness which is of 
God by faith. Now, the main point of 
this righteousness consists in being made 
conformable to Christ’s death. Now, 
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what was Christ’s death? It was a 
willing surrender of Himself into the 
hands of the Father, knowing at the 
same time that it was the Father's plea- 
sure to bruise Him. It was a willing 
pouring out of all the hopes of the flesh 
founded on the idea of the continuance 
of present things; it was an acknow- 
ledgment of the righteousness of the 
judgment of sorrow and death, which, 
on account of transgression, God had 
laid on the flesh of which He had be- 
come a partaker. And at the same 
time, while it was a surrender of Him- 
self in filial confidence into His Father’s 
hands, it was also in full assurance that 
He was to be gloriously rewarded, by 
being raised triumphantly from the 
dead as the new Head and Fountain 
of life to the Race, by taking hold ot 
whom every child of Adam might be 
saved. .. . 

Dear friend, you little can understand 
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how often I think of you. You repre- 
sent to me your father’s house and your 
grandfather's; and now whilst I am 
preparing for the press, I never sit 
_ down to write without thinking of the 
most affectionate heart that ever beat. 
After a small number sacredly related 
to me, I feel your father’s’ friendship 
cleave closest to my heart. 

I hope you will understand what 
I have written, but you will need to 
read it over twice to do so—not that it 
is difficult, but that it differs from com- 
mon teaching. 


8. To MapamE pE BROGLIE. 


RUE DE GRENELLE, ST. GERMAIN, PARIS, 
4th June 1838. 


Dear Frienp,—. . . A lost sorrow is 
so sad a thing. A sorrow in which God 
has spoken to His creature, and called 
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it to feel that there is no Helper but 
Himself, and that He is there present 
to comfort, and sustain, and bless,— 
such a sorrow to be neglected and 
thrown off by the creature, and for- 
gotten as soon as possible, is it not 
wonderful, and as sad as wonderful ? 
And it is even so with all sorrows, and 
all joys too, and all events, when we 
read them aright. My dear, dear friend, 
I feel that this is the element of reli- 
gion, there being only one thing deeper, 
which one thing is truly implied in this, 
namely, our own conscious meeting with 
God in the secret of our own hearts, 
and knowing Him there, our own per- 
sonal God, loving us, longing over us 
with fatherly longings, and speaking to 
us so that we may hear and know His 
voice, and distinguish it from all the 
other voices within and without us. 
“The slothful man roasteth not that 
which he took in hunting, but the sub- 
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stance of the diligent man is precious ” 
(Prov. xii. 27). All the circumstances 
which God appoints for us contain in 
them the bread of life, which is the will 
of God; but we often receive the cir- 
cumstances, and even acknowledge that 
this precious thing is in them, without 
converting it into nourishment for our 
souls: ‘‘we roast not that which we 
take in hunting.” And our fault in 
this respect seems to me always to be 
the consequence of our not listening. 
Listening is connected with patience 
and waiting. We have two classes of 
counsellors within us, the one good, 
being the voice of the Spirit of Jesus in 
the conscience, the other evil, being the 
calls to self-indulgence, self-acting, self- 
judging, etc. The first is a still small 
voice, which requires listening and atten- 
tion if we would hear it at all or get ac- 
quainted with the speaker. The others 
require no attention, and are attended 
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to in the absence of an opposite atten- 
tion. These two are the spirit and the 
flesh. Christianity consists in living to 
the spirit, and subduing or crucifying 
the flesh, that is, it consists in listening 
to and following and cleaving to the 
spirit testifying in the conscience ; and 
ungodliness consists in going forward 
without attending to this voice of God. 
Our Christianity is not out of us, but in 
us. Itis not ina book or in a discourse, it 
isin us; and the book and the discourse - 
are so far profitable to us, as they 
awaken up, and train, and nourish this 
precious seed which the Son of Man has 
sown in all hearts. In every action of 
my outward or inward man, God sets 
before me the choice of right and wrong, 
of His will and my own selfish will, and 
my action contains my answer to God’s 
counsel. 
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9. To MapAmE DE BROGLIE. 
RUE GRENELLE, St. GERMAIN, 21st July [1838]. 

Dear Frrenp,— ...I1 have read 
the Duke’s book through with much 
interest, and it has created a strong 
desire to see the remaining volume. Is 
it lithographed yet? The distinction 
which he draws between the religious 
man and the theologian is exceedingly 
good, and beautifully illustrated. I 
hope you will let me have the sequel as 
soon as you can; it relates to what has 
occupied my own mind for many years 
—the connection between man and 
Christianity, and the relation of that - 
which is positive in religion to that 
which is principle. When I look at the 
four Evangelists I see a great difference 
between John and the others, and in 
like manner I see a great difference be- 
tween the various Epistles. In some I 
see the positive almost passed over 

© 


34 THE FATHERHOOD OF GOD 


altogether, in some strongly pressed, 
and I sometimes feel disposed to think 
that the one class is more intended for 
one age, and the other for another. In 
my own mind, I don’t feel that I at all 
lose the positive by identifying it with 
principle, and that which is matter of 
general consciousness. I don’t lose the 
personal character and relation of Christ 
to me by identifying Him with my 
conscience ; on the contrary, I find my 
apprehension of that personal character 
and relation increased. by it. If the 
Bible is given to us “ for our instruction 
in righteousness,” it is certainly in- 
. tended to address our moral conscience, 
as otherwise it could not be for our in- 
struction in righteousness. I cannot 
too strongly express to you the convic- 
tion which I have, that man can do no 
good thing of himself, and yet I cannot 
too strongly express my conviction that 
the Spirit of God is always present to 
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him, and that he may take hold of that 
strength if he will. I believe that the 
first step is made by God towards all 
men, but that they may and do accept 
or refuse according to something in 
themselves,—a personal choice which 
belongs to the very essence of their 
natures. The frequent recurrence 
throughout the book to the inward test 
of truth, moral and intellectual, is most 
pleasing to me,—the intuitive percep- 
tion of truth, the glance that one some- 
times gets into the truth of a fact ora 
principle, which is followed by sudden 
darkness, and yet remains as a counter- 
poise against all the darkness, although 
it is only a memory. I have perfect 
sympathy with all such things. I hope 
I may yet have some real conversation 
with him upon this subject, which is to 
me the most interesting of all subjects, 
except the actual thing itself, the life of 
God in man’s soul. 
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We paid a very pleasant visit to 
Broglie; both the Doctor’ and I enjoyed 
it very much. I saw Madame de Staél 
as she passed through. Mr. Duparquet 
has called for me, and has asked me to 
see him at Etiolles, which I hope to do. 
Dear fellow-pilgrim, the Good Shepherd 
be with you, strengthening and com- 
forting you. Mr. Campbell begs to be re- 
membered to you.—Yours in much love, 

T. ERSKINE. 


10. To nis Sister Mrs. STIRLING. 
GENEVA, Oct. 10, 1838. 
My pEAR CHristTIAN,—I have lost a 
oreat friend, a dear friend, since I last 
wrote to you. Madame de Broglie’s 
death has changed the world for mea 
good deal. Her acquaintance has been 
a considerable feature in my life, more 
so, indeed, than that of any person 
whom I have not known from infancy. 
1 Dr. Chalmers. 


REVEALED IN CHRIST. ou 


There was an activity in her friendship 
—an activity both of heart and of in- 
telligence—that I never met with except 
in Dr. Stuart, and an activity which 
was continually directed upwards. Her 
character had undergone a great change 
since I last saw her; she was not more 
occupied about eternal things, but her 
occupation with them was much more 
healthy ; she seemed to me to live much 
in the spirit of prayer; enjoying the 
_ love and peace of God to.a great degree, 
and making it her business to learn His 
righteousness. I wish you had seen her; 
although I believe you will soon see her, 
and see her in a form which will still 
more perfectly utter that spiritual beauty 
which her Creator intended her to utter 
than the form in which I have known 
her; but yet I wish you had seen her, 
that you might understand what I mean 
when I say that she and our brother 
James were the two most perfect sym- 
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bols, in their persons, of a spiritual 
being, having a mission to fulfil in this 
world, and not belonging to it, that I 
have met with in my pilgrimage. I 
always thought James most beautiful, 
and I thought her most beautiful. 
They were both like what I can suppose 
glorified humanity will be. There was 
an unspeakable charm about her; such 
a truth of heart, which used a most re- 
markable intelligence only for the pur- 
poses of truth. I may have as much 
intercourse with her still, of the most 
profitable sort ; but I cannot help feel- 
ing the earth much emptier for her 
removal. 


Oct. 14,.—I have been at church, 
where I met Madame Vernet, who told 
me that yesterday she had a letter 
from M. de Broglie himself, poor man. 
I intend to go out to Carra (her 
campagne) to-morrow, to see more 
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of her, and to hear of these mourners. 
I am now living by myself, which 
I have not done since I left England, 
having first had Mr. Campbell and after- 
wards Mr. Scott for my companion. 
They are both remarkable men; but 
Scott is, in point of intellect, one of the 
first, if not the first, man that I have 
known. Jf had an interlude of Dr. 
Chalmers for some days as a variety. 
He went with me to Broglie, where he 
was delighted with her, and she with 
him ; that is, with his honesty, and his 
naturalness, and his kindliness; dear 
woman, when we took our leave, she 
told me that she did not consider that 
as a visit from me, for that she had been 
so entirely occupied with Dr. Chalmers; 
she said, “I know you will not be hurt 
by it.” The last day that I saw her 
was the 21st of August; there was 
something in our meeting like a fare- 
well, like a leave-taking ; she spoke of 
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the danger of being carried away by par- 
ticular ideas ; she expressed her fear for 
me in that respect, saying at the same 
time that, although younger than I was, 
she felt something like a maternal care 
for me, as well as a sisterly, and she 
gave me a lithograph etching of one of 
Overbeck’s little pieces—Jesus standing 
at the door and knocking; she wrote 
the date under it, 21st August, and 
“Tl n’y a point d’autre Sauveur que 
moi.” He was indeed knocking at the 
door for her, in a sense which neither 
of us thought of at the time; though 
she told me that she often felt a most 
remarkable longing for death. AIl her 
outward relations were happy, and yet 
she had a deep melancholy that per- 
petually weighed upon her heart. I 
had a letter yesterday from cousin 
Rachel; I am glad to hear good 
accounts of her invalids. . . .—Yours 


ever, Te E: 
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11. To Caprain PATERSON. 
GENEVA, 21st March 1839. 

My vbEAR JAmES,—Davie’s short 
letter is a large record of the goodness 
of God. I have the conviction, which I 
have just been expressing to Mr. Hare, 
the worthy English clergyman here, 
that there is no such thing as a sudden 
death, in the strict meaning of the 
word; I believe that God always, in 
some way or other, warns the spirit 
of death before He sends it. We 
know not what had passed in ——’s 
heart before he passed into eternity ; 
but we see that His Father's care was 
following him, and that the loving 
message which He sent him through 
his mother was accompanied with an 
inward voice, which had been received 
into his conscience. My belief in the 
continuation of the process of spiritual 
education beyond this life relieves me 
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at all events from the agonising 
thought that twenty-six years of negli- 
gence are to fix the eternal condition 
of the soul for good or evil. I cannot 
read the passage contained in the 11th 
chapter of the Epistle to the Romans, 
verses 30-33, without wondering that 
any should think that the Bible 
decidedly teaches that doctrine... . 
Farewell.—Your affectionate brother, 
T. ERSKINE. 


12. To Mrs. BURNETT. 
Linuatuen, Feb. 2, 1841. 

... WHAT a wonderful scene this 
world is, considered as a school in 
which God is educating immortal 
beings for eternity! Look to Africa, 
to Asia, to America, even to Europe, 
even to England, London, Manchester, 
Glasgow, Dundee, as schools for eter- 
nity! It is a great mystery. The 
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God of infinite love, who so loved every 
individual man as to give His only-be- 
gotten Son to die for him and to be his 
living Head, who has all wisdom and 
all power, He looks on this strange 
sight and lets it proceed. Assuredly 
then there is a purpose of wise love in 
all this which will yet be manifested. 
That is the blue sky beyond the 
clouds. We must by faith pierce the 
cloud, and strengthen our hearts by 
looking to the end of the Lord; or, as 
Gambold says, 
“Thus all the sequel is well weighed. 


T cast myself upon Thine aid, 
A sea where none can sink.” 


‘‘He hath shut in all under unbelief, 
that He might have mercy on all.” No 
wonder that such an idea drew from 
the apostle the exclamation which 
follows, ‘“‘O the depth,” etc... . 

We have had a great many deaths 
lately amongst our friends. One of my 
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first continental friends, a Genevese 
lady, died of a paralytic stroke lately. 
She was on her knees praying before 
going to bed, and she was one who 
prayed in spirit and in truth. It wasa 
sweet way of dying. . . .—Yours affec- 
tionately, T. ERSKINE. 


13. To THOMAS CARLYLE, Esa. 


LInLATHEN, March 23, 1841. 

Dear Mr. Cartyte,—Your kindly 
thoughts are highly valued, and your © 
expression of them always most accept- 
able. 

I thank you for your sympathy in the 
matter of my eyes, which I should not 
feel 'so heavy an affliction as I do, were 
I able to hold that converse with my 
own thoughts for which you give me 
credit. I believe that it is to teach me 
that lesson that my present circum- 
stances have been allotted to me; but 
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I am a slow scholar, most apt to fall 
into some form or other of castle-build- 
ing, the resort and the nourishment of 
an indolent mind. I think of that word 
of Jesus Christ, “I have finished the 
work which thou gavest me to do; and 
now, O Father, glorify thy Son,” etc., 
and am compelled to conclude that my 
life is no following of His life. 

Proceed with your Puritans, it is the 
work given you to do. Blessed are they 
who see a work set before them, and are 
conscious of a capacity to doit. Itisa 
great undertaking to lift them out of 
the rubbish; if you love them well 
enough you will find out their mystery 
of life. Why do you love them? If 
you could explain to yourself and to 
others that why, the business would be 
well advanced, for it is no dead thing 
that you love. Of course you know 
Baxter’s Life by himself. One feels 
provoked that he does not tell us more 
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of the things which he saw and touched 
every day, especially about Cromwell 
himself. It is a curious thing that he 
says about “his natural hilarity being 
such as other men have only when they 
have taken a cup too much.” He says 
also, what seems opposed to other testi- 
mony, that he “was of excellent parts 
for affection and oratory.” He was one 
of the Jétuns, or what do you call the 
Norse Titans? 

When you make your escape from 
London, pray come down, you and dear 
Mrs. Carlyle, by a Dundee steamer— 
they are the best—and come here and 
inquire after mountains and ocean places, 
which can make the mind free, if such 
places there are.. In this neighbour- 
hood the industrial Jétun has blown 
his poisonous breath upon everything. 
We have a stream near the house, which 
I remember clear and sweet, and full of 
active joyful life; now it is like the 
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sentina of an apothecary’s or chemist’s 
establishment, foaming with unhealthy 
artificial froth, and reeking forth evil 
smells, and substituting ill-omened rats 
for the gay mottled par; and tall chim- 
neys vomit out pestiferous smoke. Hnfin, 
this is to be explained and received on the 
same principle as the failure of eyesight. 

We have a sea near us, the Firth of 
Tay, along which run for many miles 
delicious links, of sweet sward and most 
fantastical miniatures of hills and valleys, 
through which I used to ride and walk, 
holding intercourse with nature as best 
I might ; but the Jétun has practised a 
railroad through the heart of it, which 
has plucked out the heart of its mystery. 
Nevertheless there are still trees and 
fields here, which in the appropriate 
season become green and tell their 
wondrous tale, as others of their kind 
do elsewhere, and we have the blue 
vault and the high stars, and liberty of 


48 THE FATHERHOOD OF GOD 


access to the Highest, debarred only by 
our own evil. 

I am very sorry that Mrs. C. is in- 
valided. I feel gratitude and affection 
to you both for your kindness to me. 

I have got your Lectures, and m 
sister Mrs. Paterson kindly reads to me 
-so I have the use of eyes, though not 
my own. There are advantages as well 
as disadvantages in this way of it. Did 
you hear any of Scott’s Political Lec- 
tures?* J think they must have been 
very good; words in them for the 
masses of Manchester and Glasgow, as 
well as for the rulers.—Yours affection- 
ately, T. ERSKINE. 


















14. To Mrs. BURNETT. 


2 GLOUCESTER PLacre, New Roan, 
Lonpon, June 27, 1842. 


Dear Mrs. Burnerr,— ... I was 
yesterday at Woolwich and heard Mr. 


* On Chartism and Socialism. See Discourses by 
Alexander J. Scott, pp. 130, 160. 
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Scott. . . . He preached on the words, 
“Tf ye be led by the Spirit, ye are not 
under the law.” He showed how little 
men seemed even to aim at being in the 
Spirit ; how contented they were, even 
those who seemed religious, with doing 
things, not in the love of them, but 
because they were commanded by God 
to do them, and how they carried this 
same principle into the doctrines which 
they held as their creed, for they thus 
held them, not because they saw their 
truth in the light of the Spirit, but 
because they conceived that this creed 
was prescribed to them by God. He 
desired that he might not be misunder- 
stood, as if he had said that a man was 
to do nothing, and to believe nothing 
but what he himself loved or saw; but 
he only wished men to consider that so 
long as they were doing it in this way 
they were doing it not in the Spirit but 
under the law. 
D 
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When a man is not led by the Spirit, 
he ought to be under the law. It is his 
next best state, but it is not his Chris- 
tian calling. I feel that this is a most 
important subject, though perhaps so 
shortly stated it may not come with 
much conviction to your mind. I scarcely 
ever met with a person who did not give 
me the impression that he held his creed 
under the law, referring to particular 
texts, but not to a Spirit, apparently 
not even seeing the desirableness of it. 
Sometimes I used to feel this even with 
your loved and venerated father; at 
the same time there was no man that I 
had then met with who was half so free, 
or with whom I felt so free to say what 
was the feeling or the conviction of my 
heart, without fear of being charged or 
suspected of heresy. . . .—Ever yours 
affectionately, T. ERSKINE, 
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15. To LORD RUTHERFURD. 


LINLATHEN, DUNDEE, Oct. 7, 1842. 

My pear RuTHERFURD,—The thought 
of having you here is a great pleasure 
tome. I have been intending to write 
to you a letter of urgency on this mat- 
ter for some time back, and the circum- 
stance to which you refer, the death of 
that most amiable and most affectionate 
of men,’ increases in me the desire of 
getting nearer and keeping nearer to old 
friends. The last time that I was in 
your house he was there; he came 
separately. I was first, and John an- 
nounced me under William’s name, and 
when he came John announced him 
under mine. I never knew a more 
generous heart, and I have scarcely 
ever known any one who appreciated, 
as he did, the value of human kindness 
in all its gradations. Full of interest 
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intellectually, and still fuller of interest 
morally, we shall not look upon his like 
again. Those who have known him 
nearly will not easily find his place 
filled. My dear friend, the world is 
passing away, but I feel that nothing 
which is truly worth keeping can be 
lost. Faith in God implies faith in this. 
God is the element in which we were 
made to live, and in that element alone 
can we breathe freely. If we lived 
there, and met each other there, we 
should feel that there is in truth neither 
death nor separation. The value of any 
true disinterested affection is immea- 
surable by any earthly measure. . . .— 
Yours ever, fe, 


16. To Mrs. BURNETT. 


Feb, 4, 1843. 
. .. [ REJOICE in being the intro- 
ducer of Vinet to any one who can 
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appreciate him. Don’t send him back ; 
keep him as a friend. Iam at present 
reading a very interesting book of his, 
recently published, Sux la Manifesta- 
toon des Convictions Religieuses, which 
leads him to the question, “ Whether 
there ought to be such a thing as an 
Established Church,’ which he thinks 
ought to be answered in the negative. 
I have not yet reached that part of the 
book which treats that subject, but 
what I have read is admirable. He 
considers the purpose of God in the 
institution of society as a spiritual edu- 
cation for all the members of it, which 
purpose requires the frank avowal of our’ 
moral and religious convictions. When 
a thing is said or done before us which 
we think wrong, he says that we feel 
our own spirits injured if we are pre- 
vented by any selfish motive from 
expressing our disapprobation, and we 
at the same time deprive the other 
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party of the appeal to his conscience 
which such an expression would make. 
He speaks most feelingly of the heart- 
less state of society, where everything 
that is most intimate and inward to the 
conscience and the heart is studiously 
suppressed, and where, consequently, 
all life becomes a dead conventionality. 

I feel very much for your two de- 
pressed and melancholy neighbours. 
There is one suggestion that I would 
make to you in relation to such cases. 
I believe that the expression “ promises 
of the Bible” is often misunderstood, so 
as to convey the idea that the love of 
God to man is conditional upon his 
catching at it or taking hold of it. To 
us is born a Saviour ; that is no promise, 
it is the accomplishment of the first 
promise. When a child is born in a 
family he is by birth the brother of the 
other children of the family ; they have 
nothing to do in order to make him 
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their brother. They cannot benefit by 
their relation unless they receive him 
as a brother, but the relation itself 
stands independent of them. So also 
God is our Father; and in the gift has 
been manifested the actual and honest 
purpose of God towards us and all men, 
which we may frustrate but not unmake. 

. I saw your youths, but had no 
opportunity, or, alas! took no oppor- 
tunity of intimate intercourse, such as 
Vinet speaks of, as the debt which man 
owes to man. The fear of doing it 
wrong weighs with me now much more 
than it used to do, so that I require a 
very distinct opening to induce me to 
enter into. anything like religious con- 
versation. If everything which we 
thought and said and did were, as it 
ought to be, a part of that worship 
which ought to be the business of life 
(for are we not called to be priests, 
offering up continually the sacrifice of 
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ourselves ?), it would not be felt to be a 
transition when we spoke directly of 
a truth which was always substantially 
uppermost in the mind. I know Pro- 
verbial Plulosophy, and like many 
things in it. Have you ever read any 
of Carlyle’s writings? By the by, I 
don’t remember whether I spoke to you 
of him when I was at Kemnay. His 
Mistory of the French Revolution and 
his miscellaneous works and Sartor 
Resartus are all very remarkable, some- 
times startling. I love the man;... 
he has a real belief in the invisible, 
which in these railroad and steam- 
engine days is a great matter. He sees 
and condemns the evil and baseness of 
living in the lower part of our nature 
instead of living in the higher. He is 
full of thoughts, of genius, and of high 


imagination. 
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17. Extracts rrom Letrurs to MADAME DE STAEL. 


Sept. 20, 1843, 

. . . You mistake my character very 
much if you suppose that I live free 
from the influence of visible things. I 
am continually called to act amongst 
them, and I feel it a continual and a 
most painful difficulty to determine 
what is the path of duty. I am thus 
often in a state of indecision, and very 
often also after having acted I condemn 
the choice I had made, and wish I had 
acted otherwise. You understand all 
the misery connected with such a tem- 
per. Indeed, it often makes me feel 
weary and heavy laden, and it also 
makes me feel how very little I realise 
the privilege of having Jesus as my 
head and counsellor and guide, and yet 
I know that He is indeed all these to 
me, and that I shall one day be de- 
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livered from this bondage of corruption 
into the liberty wherewith the Son 
maketh free. The filial spirit, the Son’s 
spirit, is the free spirit which enters 
into the Father’s mind, and knows His 
will, and finds that will its food and 
joy. . The time is short, our redemption 
draweth nigh; let us fight the good 
fight of faith, and take hold of eternal 
life, which indeed is nothing else than 
the loving will of our Father, during — 
the few remaining days of our pilgrim- 
age here. 
Christmas, 1843. 

The history of every family and of 
every individual is a deep tragedy ; for 
sin is in the world, and there is no other 
deliverance from sin but by the way of 
sorrow—sorrow administered by love 
and received in love. So that this life 
is given up to the development of the 
sacred mystery of sorrow. It is by 
sorrow that God calls the prodigal to 
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think of his true home, and it is by 
sorrow that He perfects His saints. 


. .. When we feel pain or uneasi- 
ness in our bodies, we naturally refer 
it to some internal malady, and we look 
out for a remedy which may remove it. 
But when we feel pain or uneasiness in 
our minds, we are disposed to refer it, 
not to any malady in the mind itself, 
but to the circumstances in which we 
are placed, and thus men are employed 
rather in attempting to ehange their 
circumstances than in endeavouring to 
cure their souls. 


18. To tHE Rev. A. J..SCOTT. 
LINLATHEN, July 22, 1844. 
My pEAR FrRienp,—I feel it indeed 
a great disappointment not to meet you 
at this time. We had thought that 
you might have made out Perth, and 
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then taken the steamer down the river ; 
but I am quite sensible that any over- 
exertion might be attended with lament- 
able consequences. That you have your- 
self felt it a disappointment is at the 
same time gratifying and grievous. If 
it had been possible, I wish you had 
been here this last week, during which 
we have enjoyed the refreshing babbling 
of that most amiable of men, James 
Mackenzie. I who weary of myself in 
other men’s company, find myself always 
renovated dnd restored by his free 
natural current, which runs out of him 
like a child’s prattle. If he has the 
same effect on you that he has on me, 
I think the prospect of benefit—even 
physical benefit—from his society might 
almost have outweighed the risk of a 
journey here. His tenderness of nature, 
his exquisite loving sense of the ludi- 
crous, his besoin of uttering his thoughts 
and feelings, not to mention the infinity 
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of his resources, in taste and intelligence 
of all sorts, and in personal anecdote, 
give a charm to him which I never saw 
in any one else." He has got a beauti- 
ful day, 1 am glad to see, for his voyage 
home. So beautiful indeed’ does the 
weather look, that I feel tempted to take 
a run to Stirlingshire, where the beauty 
of the weather is met half-way by the 
beauty of the country, that I might 
shake hands with you again in our own 
country, before I leave Britain for an 
uncertain time. .. . x= ‘oleh. 


19. To M. VINET. 
Corso, Romer, Dec. 28, 1844. 
My pear FRrienp,—In reading over 


your most interesting letter, the only 


1 Yet another and deeper bond united these two 
friends. In 1824 they met at Rome. Mr. Mackenzie, 
then a thoughtless youth, was prostrated by fever, and 
lay for weeks in a critical condition. Mr. Erskine’s 
attentions were incessant. The happy fruit of them was 
an entire change in Mr. Mackenzie’s thoughts and senti- 
ments, and a perfect spiritual harmony ever after between 
them, 
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comfort that presented itself to me was 
that ‘“‘not a sparrow falleth to the 
ground without our Father,” and that 
“the hairs of your head are all 
numbered,” and so utterly unhelpful 
did I feel myself, that I did not like 
even to answer you, but thought that, 
like Job’s friends at their first meeting 
him, I should sit silent beside you. But 
though I cannot give you any light or 
strength to guide and sustain you, I can 
give you a brother’s sympathy, and I 
can present your burden along with my 
own to Him who has said, “ Cast your 
burden on the Lord, and He will sustain 
you.” It is indeed a most complicated 
case of sorrow and perplexity — your 
poor position, the feeling that con- 
sistency requires you to give up your 
professorship, yet knowing that it is 
just the place for which your faculties 
and character fit you, and that in it 
_ you have more apparent opportunity of 
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doing good than in any other ;—all this 
aggravated by a nervous state of body, 
affecting your mind. I cannot venture 
to suggest anything, except this—that 
if your conviction that you ought to 
renounce your chair arises from the ap- 
prehension that others may think that 
your continuing to hold it is the result 
of a mercenary feeling in you, and not 
from a distinct perception of the right- 
ness of such a step in your own con- 
science, you should take means to 
ascertain whether such a feeling in 
others does exist to any extent. I 
could not wish you to remain for a 
moment in any situation where you 
could not look straight up to God, but 
I should be sorry that you left a situa- 
tion in which He has placed you, from 
any other fear than that of opposing 
His will. 

I am very thankful that you have got 
any good out of the Brazen Serpent. 
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During the time that I wrote it I was 
conscious of communion with God in my 
own spirit ; and whether the view which 
I take of the history be just or not, I 
believe that it contains much of the 
meaning of Christianity. I think that 
I was mistaken in my impressions as to 
the appearances of the spiritual gifts ; 
but that is of very little consequence, 
and perhaps my chief error in the book 
is that I give too much importance to 
them. I shall be delighted to receive 
the new edition of your discourses, 
having found them already helpful to 
me, and always finding your friendship, 
and every expression of it, a precious 
gift from the Giver of all good. I am 
also pleased that you have chosen such 
an occupation as the translation of a 
Kempis, the humility and meekness and 
heavenly-mindedness of the book are so 
true and living. . ..—Yours most truly, 
T, ERSKINE, 
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20. To Mrs. BURNETT. 


CARLSBAD, July 13, 1846. 

I CAN see no possible, reasonable, and 
enduring peace for any human being in 
this world, except in the conviction that 
everything which happens in this world 
is appointed or permitted with a pur- 
pose of love to every one. It is a large 
school, and there are many scholars, and 
we are trained through each other. The 
parent is educated through the child, 
and the child through the parent; but 
the great fatherly Teacher sees and 
orders all, and does not permit that the 
education of the one should be at the 
expense of the other. A man injures 
me either by hurting my feelings or 
by evil suggestions, and counsel, and 
example, or by that general unsympa- 
thising manner which closes, or rather 
which has a tendency to close up my 

E 


66 THE FATHERHOOD OF GOD 


heart. There is an education to him 
through what he sees and meets with 
in me in consequence of his conduct to 
me, and there is an education to me 
also. Jam conscious that I have con- 
ducted myself often towards different 
individuals in a way which appeared 
likely to deteriorate or injure their 
characters, and to turn them from God ; 
and the thought would be intolerable 
if I did not really believe that God was 
watching over all, and that He per- 
mitted this in such a way as to make 
my bad or unwise conduct an important 
part of the education of those individ- 
uals. This does not and ought not to 
prevent self-condemnation, but it gives 
light with regard to consequences. I 
find an ocean of unfathomed comfort in 
that word, “ He hath included them all 
in unbelief, that He might have mercy 
on all.” Many things appear, and are, 
irretrievable to us, but there is nothing 
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irretrievable with God.’ This is a great 
gospel to my heart. He who knows 
how to take occasion from the fall to 
bring in the redemption, may be safely 
trusted with each event, and with every 
action, good or bad. I believe that love 
reigns, and that love will prevail. I 
believe that He says to me every morn- 
ing, ‘‘ Begin again thy journey and thy 
life; thy sins, which are many, are not 
only forgiven, but they shall be made 
by the wisdom of God the basis on 
which He will build blessings.” Be- 
loved friend, lift up your head, and hear 
Him who says, “ All power is committed 
unto me in heaven and earth;” there- 
fore let us not fear, but rest assured 
that for all these things we shall yet 
magnify His great and glorious name. 
It becomes us to go mourning, but let 
us mourn in an assured hope that He 
will overcome evil with good. 


1 A favourite and oft-repeated saying. 
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21. To MapAme FOREL. 
LInLATHEN, 25th April 1848. 
Dear Mapame,—When I write to 
you or to any Christian friend at 
present, I am led to realise strongly 
that in the midst of all the confusion _ 
and tumult which cover the face of — 
Europe there is still a sphere of peace 


and safety, inaccessible to any violence, 


in which those who trust in God may 
dwell securely, and delight to remember 

that all things must work together for 
good to those who love God; and even 

more than this, that all things are so 

overruled, that finally the earth, now so — 
full of sin and misery, shall be full of — 
the knowledge and glory of God, as the 
waters cover the sea. The hope of the 
final restoration, even of those who are 
now wandering farthest from God, is to 
me a most precious hope. It is a hope 
also in perfect harmony with the great 
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principle that we must eat of the fruit 
of our own doings, for I believe that no 
mortal being can ever rise out of misery 
except by rising out of sin, and that 
none can rise out of sin except by par- 
taking in Christ’s death; that is, by 
accepting the due punishment, and-by 
ceasing from their own will, and living 
in the divine will. 


22. To Lorp RUTHERFURD. 
LINLATHEN, 29th March 1851. 

My DEAR DEAR RUTHERFURD,—.. . 
Of course I am interested in hearing 
how you get on with Gorgias, and how 
you like it. It is an argument against 
which Voltaire might have successfully 
written another Candide, and yet Leib- 
nitz’s principle in the Théodicée, with 
reasonable modifications, and Plato’s in 
the Gorgias, will, I am persuaded, form 
a part of the creed of the most thinking 
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and most conscientious part of mankind. 
Both Socrates and Voltaire laughed, but 
what different laughs! Voltaire thought 
of nothing but of pulling down what was 
wrong, and he did so much really good 
and useful work in this way, that he 
did not feel the necessity of building 
up. He was satisfied with negation ; 
that is to say, negation with him was so 
active an employment that he did not 
come to feel that in itself it is a vacuum, 
and can satisfy no one. There is some- 
thing irresistibly comical in the levity 
with which he treats the gravest prin- 
ciples—it is like a child pulling off an 
old man’s wig; whereas dear Socrates 
has such a deep and true veneration for 
everything that is really right in prin- 
ciple, he feels that without it man and 
the universe are nothing more than a 
dust-storm. 
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23. To Mrs. SCHWABE.! 


LINLATHEN, 12th Dec. 1853. 

Dear Frrienp,—. . . The spirit of 
Mr. Taylor’s’ discourse is very sweet. 
I feel that he has a brother’s heart, and 
that I can sympathise much with him 
in the idea he gives of the meaning and 
purpose of human life. What I desire 
further for him is that he should feel 
and teach that there is a sorrow in the 
heart of God over the resisting of His 
purpose on the part of man, and that 
this loving sorrow is manifested in 
Christ, the man of sorrows, bearing all 
the burdens of His brethren, the Word, 
who in the beginning was with God, 
and was God. I must refer you to your 
recollections of our conversations at Glyn 
Garth, when we talked of the necessity 


1 A German lady resident near Manchester, a person 
overflowing with benevolence. 

2 John James Taylor, Principal of Manchester New 
College. 
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under which we found ourselves, when 
attempting to realise the existence pre- 
vious to all creation, to conceive of Him 
as having within the compass of His 
own being the capacity of both giving 
and receiving love, and the power of 
gratifying that capacity; an absolute 
solitariness 1s incompatible with the 
idea, or rather feeling, of self-complete- 
ness. This necessity helps us to enter- 
tain the idea of the primal relations of 
Father and Son being contained in the 
Godhead, and we are glad to receive and 
acknowledge the sentiment connected 
with this relationship as the source of 
all creation. The upper hemisphere of 
the circle of Deity gives us the spirit of 
Father, Giver, Master; the lower that 
of Son, Receiver, Servant. There must 
be a divine in all moral truth ; obedience 
is as divine as command, both proceed- 
ing from love and duty. This, you may 
say, is a human thought about God, but 
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I cannot think of God otherwise than as 
an infinitely good man, all-wise and all- 
powerful. All good desires in man, 
therefore, I conceive to have their deep 
root in God, and thus I am forced on 
the idea of something like a duality in 
God’s unity, to escape from the terrible 
thought of an eternal solitude before 
creation, and from the idea that God 
was driven to create in order to have 
an object of love. 

We see at once the beauty of the idea 
that the moral creation is to be formed 
in the image of the Son, thus binding 
the creature and the Creator together, 
but not according to the Pantheistic 
idea, for the moral creature has a free- 
will which, with reverence let it be said, 
omnipotence cannot compel, but which 
all-wise love may train and educate. 
In the misuse of this free-will man 
turned from the worship of God to the 
worship of self, but still, as he was 
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created in the divine image of the 
divine Son, and had his standing in the 
Son, the spirit of the Son within the 
depths of His being protested against 
his sin, and suffered for him, the just 
for the unjust, that He might bring 
him back to God. This is, I believe, 
that great work of redemption which is 
set forth in the history of Jesus Christ. 
If you could suppose the spirit of a 
loving man like St. John imprisoned in 
the breast of a violent murderer like 
Barabbas, you could not doubt but that 
he would feel himself agonised and 
jarred every moment by the contact of 
the selfish cruelty with which he was 
environed. And yet his suffering would 
not arise simply or chiefly from the dis- 
crepancy between himself and Barabbas, 
but because he would feel that Barabbas 
was still his fellow-creature, his brother, 
and he would not be able to endure 
the thought that his brother should be 
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under the influence of this fearful 
spiritual malady. In fine, it would not 
be disapprobation merely, but love that 
would produce his suffering. And thus, 
though free leave were given to him to 
go out from that prison-house, he would 
say: ‘I cannot go, I must remain till I 
bring back this poor brother out. of 
hatred into love, out of self into God.” 
And thus would he continue in him, 
suffering for him, the just for the un- 
just, that he might bring him back to 
God. And when Barabbas melted 
under this suffering love, when he also 
began to suffer in the thought of having 
outraged duty and outraged love, when 
he became partaker of John’s sufferings, 
he would be brought back to God. 
What I have supposed John to do in 
the case of Barabbas, I believe in truth 
and in fact to be done by Jesus Christ 
in the case of every human being. I 
believe that He is in every man, and 
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that it is His suffering voice which 
speaks in the conscience of every man. 
I believe that He is thus suffering for 
every man, the just for the unjust, that 
He may bring us back to God. I be- 
lieve thus that the recorded history of 
our Lord in the Gospels is the outward 
and objective manifestation of a great 
subjective truth which is going on, and 
which will go on until every soul of man 
is brought back to God. And I am 
sure that the sorrow which holy love 
feels for sin is the true essential and 
divine medicine for sin. I believe that 
the knowledge of the distinction be- 
tween right and wrong is a most 
precious gift; and yet I believe that it 
cannot alone accomplish the task of 
turning man’s heart from self to God. 
We need to know that the voice which 
in conscience speaks to us of right and 
wrong is the voice of a love which 
suffers when we do wrong, and must 
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continue to suffer until we return from 
self to God. 

Dear friend, this is a very confused 
statement, but I am confident that the 
roots of great truths are contained in 
it. Our former talks, if remembered 
by you, will throw a light on it. 

You say that you know I have felt 
sympathy with Unitarians.*- The truth 
is, I have thought that they have not 
been rightly met. They have been 
confronted with texts and traditions, 
instead of being met with reason and 
truth and love. This is my sympathy 
with them, for I think them wrong.— 
Ever affectionately yours, 

T. ERsKINE. 


24, To CHEVALIER BUNSEN. 
LINLATHEN, DUNDEE, 8th August 1854. 
My pEAR CHEVALIER,—Your fare- 
well lines from St. Katherine’s Dock 


1 Mrs. Schwabe was a Unitarian. 
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were very gratifying to me, written as 
they were from under such a pressure 
of thoughts as must have been lying 
upon you at that time. I now con- 
gratulate you on your escape, not from 
work, for I can never regard true 
genuine work in a great cause to be 
other than a privilege and an honour, 
but from the perplexity of being called 
to do work in one way which you 
thought ought to be done in another. 
And though I can never congratulate 
any man on leaving England, yet I can 
congratulate you on being set down at 
Heidelberg, and on the banks of that 
beautiful stream. The Neckar I have 
always considered the sweetest feature 
in Germany. I wish you much peace 
there and domestic enjoyment, and 
much inspiration in true philosophy and 
true history, to give value to that 
leisure which is given you. I have 
known you now for nearly thirty years, 
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and I have always found my intercourse 
with you to be a stimulant for good to 
me, because I have always found you 
living under a vocation to use the 
faculties God has bestowed on you, for 
the advancement of light and truth in 
the world. I am sure that you will 
do so in your present circumstances, 
and that many will profit by your re- 
tirement. 

I hope your ladies are all well,— 
Madame Bunsen and her daughter, Miss 
Amelia, and the rest. The love of God 
is everywhere, and so the possibility of 
peace and spiritual progress is every- 
where also. May this possibility have 
its full realisation in your house! Fare- 


well.—E ver truly yours, 
T. ERSKINE. 
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25. To Mr. MAURICE. 


7 Forres STREET, EDINBURGH, 3d Nov, 1854. 

My DEAR AND MUCH - HONOURED 
FRrienD,—I cannot easily express to 
you the depth of sympathy with which 
I have been reading your book which 
you sent me.’ I have read the dedica- 
tory letter and the first five sermons. 
In the letter, the expression of your 
feeling is sometimes harrowing; it 
seems written in your heart’s blood. I 
was at first almost surprised that you 
could feel so unspiritual and, I might 
even say, so unintelligent a criticism so 
deeply ; but I soon perceived that your 
agony was a righteous agony, which it 
would be good for me and others to 
enter into. “If ye die with Him, ye 
shall live with Him; if ye suffer with 
Him, ye shall reign with Him.” Be- 
loved friend, you are witnessing a good 


1 The Doctrine of Sacrifice. 
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confession for the God of truth; and 
I am thankful to say, that I feel more 
and more, in your tone and manner 
of expressing yourself, the outcoming 
of a great conviction, which uses your 
faculties for its own purpose. 

Were I capable of it, I should rejoice 
to give my countrymen the true idea of 
your method of teaching, as well as of 
the teaching itself; feeling, as I do, that 
they are so much occupied and possessed 
by another far inferior method, that 
they turn away from that higher and 
purer kind, as if it were unintelligible ; 
but I am not fit for the task. I wished 
often, during the course of the summer, 
to have tried to have persuaded you to 
spend some quiet time with us; but we 
thought that any place which was not 
your own home, or any people which 
were not your own people, might be a 
burden to you. Farewell.—Ever truly 
yours, T. ERSKINE. 

F 
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I shall be in Edinburgh when you are 
down, and I would look out for a rest- 
ing-place for you, if you would allow me. 


26, To Mr. MAURICE. 
7 Forres Street, 20¢h Nov. [1854]. 

My pDEAR FRIEND,—I have just read 
the thirteenth sermon of the Doctrine 
of Sacrifice. As I finished those that 
preceded it, I often had the thought 
of writing to you and expressing the 
deep sympathy which I felt, and my 
conviction that this was indeed the 
unveiling of our Father’s heart. But 
after reading Christ’s Sacrifice a Peace- 
offering for Mankind, I cannot help 
writing to say how thankful I feel to . 
God that such words are spoken to our 
generation, and that they are words of 
. truth and soberness, though they cast 
into deep shade all that man, if left to 
the mere inspiration of his own desires, 
could ever have imagined. 
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If the rash censures which have been 
passed upon your Essays have led to 
this production, good has certainly . 
come out of evil; and if your censurer 
himself reads these discourses, I cannot 
but think that his heart must smite 
him for what he has said. 

The paragraph beginning on the 
211th page, and ending in the next, 
is inexpressibly precious. I hope to 
speak to you of some of these things 
at leisure, or rather to hear you; and 
to this end, I hope you will allow me, 
as I proposed to you before, to be your 
host whilst you are in Edinburgh... . 
—Yours ever truly, T. ERSKINE. 


27. To M. GAUSSEN. — 
LINLATHEN, 27th Aug. 1855, 
My pear Gaussen,—We have just 
received a letter from our cousin, Mrs. 
Bosanquet, in which she speaks of you 
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and your mother, and your sister and 
Caroline, in terms which correspond so 
well with the impressions which remain 
in my own heart of you all, that I feel 
stirred up to write a word. of brotherly 
love to you. My visits to Geneva, and 
my relations with many there whom I 
loved, and hope always to love, form 
one of the most pleasing remembrances 
of my life. I often pass them in review 
before my mind’s eye, the dead and the 
living, and recall words and looks, which 
reveal the spirit, and which address 
and can only be understood by our 
spiritual organs. 

The beautiful nature, the lake, the 
mountains, the sun risings and settings, 
the mysteries of light, and colour, and 
distance, reappear also like the visions 
of another world purified from all pollu- 
tions, declaring infinite love and power 
and holiness. I should like to pay an- 
other visit to that lovely land, and to 
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converse with you, my friend, on the 
many wonderful things which our God 
has shown us and taught us since we 
first met, above thirty years ago. For 
my own part I have much reason to 
be ashamed, but I have also much reason 
to bless the God of all patience. Dear 
Merle has lost his wife ; he was my first 
Genevese friend, and I have never 
ceased to love him. Mr. Haldane had 
paid his visit to you a short time before 
that, and had been the means of stirring 
up a new life in some of the young men. 
The matter of his teaching was what 
ought to be the subject of all teaching, 
“the free grace of God ;” but he surely 
did not sufficiently consider the fearful 
power in man to resist that grace, and 
so fell into the mistake of supposing 
that those only who manifested the 
effects of grace had been visited by 
grace, or were embraced within God's 
purpose of grace ; and thus man’s con- 
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fidence was necessarily made to depend 
on something which he discovered with- 
in himself, instead of the purpose of 
God revealed in Jesus Christ for every 
man. I cannot write to you, my dear 
friend, without saying something of this 
great salvation, which God is working 
out against such opposition on the part 
of man. Give my love to Merle and my 
sympathy. Give my love to all the 
branches of the dear C— family and 
to all the Cramers, descendants of my 
loving hosts, M. and Mme. Cramer ; to 
the descendants also of Mme. Necker 
de Saussure—the Turretins. Farewell, 
beloved friend. My affectionate regards 
to each member of your own family.— 
Ever truly yours, T. ERSKINE. 


28. To M. GAUSSEN. 
LINLATHEN, 22d Sept. 1855. 
DEAR GAUSSEN, BELOVED F'RIEND,— 
So that long life is terminated, and you 
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have no longer before your eyes that 
sweet symbol of the love of your Father 
in heaven. She is no longer with you, 
but I believe, as you do, that these 
human relationships have an eternal 
truth in them, springing from an eter- 
nal root, the eternal relations of the 
Father and the Son. He has formed us 
in His own image, and our human rela- 
tionships are parts of that image, and 
therefore in their measure and degree 
may be expected to partake in the 
eternity of their root. Just before I 
received your letter, I had been reading 
at our family worship the 17th chapter 
of St. John, in which our Lord speaks 
such wonderful words about the union 
of man with God, “ I in them, and Thou 
in me,” “ that they may be made per- 
fect in one.” Dear friend, I would 
suffer with you, and I would also rejoice 
with you for her sake, for her release 
from the bondage of mortality. I can 
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accompany you in the long retrospect 
of life, in the whole of which she occu- 
pies such a place; so that her life was 
a constituent element of your life from 
infancy onwards. Dear woman—I see 
_ her before me, her genial, quiet, motherly 
face and character ; her look and voice 
of benevolence and wisdom and solidity. 
I know no higher attribution that can 
be given to man than that of unselfish- 
ness and dutifulness, recognising that 
the law of his being does not spring 
from himself, but comes to him from 
God. And this makes the distinction 
between the world’s love and Christian 
love. Christian love is unselfish and 
dutiful, whilst the other with all its 
beauty is soiled by selfishness in one 
form or other. And thus we have our 

completeness in Christ. The Son comes — 
from the bosom of the Father to be the 
ground and law of man’s being; and to 
know Him as such, and the Father who 
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sent Him, is eternal life. The eternal 
death consists in man’s persisting in 
abiding in his own selfish will, and re- 
fusing that kingdom of heaven a place 
within him. I love you, dear Gaussen. 
The scenes at Satigny return to me like 
the scenes of my youth, as do other 
connections at Geneva. . . . You speak 
to me of dear Merle, and say that I 
ought to write to him. Since ever I 
heard of his sorrow, I have purposed to 
write to him, but my own unmarried 
condition made me feel as if I were less 
fitted to be a sympathiser with him 
than I can be in your sorrow. Since 
my first meeting with Merle I have 
never ceased to value and love him, 
and I know the exceeding tenderness 
of his affections. I have read the little 
souvenir with deep interest and thank- 
fulness. . . . Mdlle. Sophie and your 
daughter will feel this blank along with 
you, but you will find it abundantly 
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supplied in Him who is the complete- 
ness of man.—Ever affectionately yours, 
T. ERSKINE. 


P.S.—I shall write to Merle in a day 
or two; in the meantime assure him 
of my brotherly love and sympathy. 
Dear friend, on reading over this letter, 
I feel as if I had not given out the 
tithe of my love to you, or of my grati- 
tude for your writing to me so soon. 


29. To M. ADOLPHE MONOD. 


21 CHARLOTTE SQUARE, EDINBURGH, 
24th Dec. 1855. 


BELOVED FRIEND AND BROTHER IN 
Curist,—I thank our God for you and 
myself and all men, for that eternal 
purpose of grace which He hath pur- 
posed in Christ, towards us, in bringing 
us into being, that we might be par- 
taxers of the divine nature, that we 

might know His will and find it to be 
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eternal life. I thank Him that He has 
given us His Son to be our permanent 
eternal Head, through whom we have 
continual access to Him, and continual 
return to Him after all our wanderings, 
through whom you have strength given 
you to drink the bitter cup put into 
your hand, and to find it water of life. 
“Tin them, and Thou in Me, that they 
may be made perfect in one” is the 
prayer of our Head for us, the prayer of 
Him whom the Father heareth alway. 
May you, my brother, unceasingly ex- 
perience the answer to this prayer. 
May you feel the reality of that union 
ever growing and strengthening by all 
the sufferings which He sees fit to ap- 
point for you. God is love. Love is 
the divine nature. 

What a sight shall we have when 
our eyes are fully opened! But we can 
only be partakers of that divine nature, 
we can only become capable of that 
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vision of love, by an entire submission, 
by consenting to be receivers. And 
that last lesson, I believe, He is now 
teaching you by this suffermg. You 
have been always a blessing to me, a 
good gift from God to my soul. I 
hope to know you and to love you 
for ever. Now, He teaches us to love 
by ministering to us through each 
other! Farewell, brother beloved.— 
Ever affectionately yours, 
T. ERSKINE. 


30. To tHE Rev. J. M‘LEOD CAMPBELL. 


21 CHARLOTTE SQUARE, 22d Feb. 1856. 


Dear Mr. CAMPBELL,—I am afraid 
that you will find it difficult to excul- 
pate me, in my protracted silence, of 
forgetting that there is a righteous life 
in man’s favour which it is righteous to 
desire, and which it is therefore un- 
righteous to withhold. But I have 
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been anxious to read all the book! 
with my own eyes, and to read and 
consciously understand every clause of 
it, that I might be able really to testify 
to you the immense amount of thankful 
sympathy that I have felt with the 
book, and the spirit of its author. I 
have only arrived at the 324th page, 
and thus have not the right to speak of 
the whole book, but the chapter which 
I am reading has such a character of 
winding up and recapitulation in it, 
that I permit myself to anticipate a 
day, in which I expect to terminate my 
reading. I wish I had noted down as I 
went along the passages or topics which 
more especially struck or pleased me, 
but this I have done very imperfectly, 
and only marking pages and not sub- 
jects. 

You have been most happy in finding, 


1 The Nature of the Atonement, by J. M‘Leod 
Campbell. 
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in such a universally recognised Calvin- 
istic authority as Edwards, the basis of 
your great argument. This will give 
your book an advantage which it could 
not have had by any mere address to 
reason and conscience. 

Your intellectual type is also, in a 
certain measure, recognisable as national, 
and must attract in this country much 
more assent than Maurice’s works. 

The intercession of Christ you have, 
I think, specially well illustrated—the 
very righteousness of Christ in humanity, 
presenting a hope to the Father's mind 
for all the humanity, being a manifesta- 
tion of its capacities. The 10th chapter, 
and those that follow it, connecting the 
historical detail of our Lord’s life and 
sufferings with the principle of atone- 
ment, are excellent, as is the chapter on 
the necessary nature of salvation. I 
had hoped to write a long letter, but I 
am obliged to stop. I think and hope 
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that this work is to produce much fruit, 
by the blessing of God. . . —Yours 
ever affectionately, T. ERSKINE. 


31. To Mapame pr STAEL. 
9th May 1856, 

Dear FrRrIEND,—So Adolphe Monod 
has ceased to be seen of men. Il a 
“passé au Pére.” I had known and 
_ loved him for many years, and I can 
well understand the void which his 
death will occasion amongst his friends 
in Paris. His loss as a Christian mini- 
ster is also very great, and not easily to 
be supplied. His ability as a preacher, 
though rare, was yet not so rare as the 
inward character of his spirit, his deep 
and tender love, his unselfishness, his 
unworldliness, his noble transparency, 
his candour, which always disposed him 
to give their full weight to ideas differ- 
ing from his own, and at the same time 
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his faithfulness, which kept him from 
any compromise of truth. Jesus wept 
at the grave of Lazarus to show us the 
mind of God in such circumstances. It 
is wonderful to think that He, who no 
doubt wept at the grave of Adolphe 
Monod, should yet have seen it needful 
to lay such a weight of suffering on his 
last days. I feel that it could only have 
been an infinite love contemplating an 
infinitely glorious result that could have 
inflicted that suffering. Two or three 
months before, I had received a letter 
written to his dictation (by his daughter, 
I suppose), but signed by himself, and 
addressed to Charles Scholl of Lausanne, 
Gaussen of Geneva, and to me, as three 
friends who had been specially used by 
God as helps to him in his spiritual 
Tite estes: 
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32, To THe Rev. J. M‘LEOD CAMPBELL. 
Monday, Sept. 1, 1856. 

Our beloved friend and_ brother 
Captain Paterson died this morning. 
My sister and I received the informa- 
tion on Saturday that he was worse, 
and we lost no time in coming to the 
scene of sorrow. We arrived between 
four and five o’clock, and found that an 
oppression on the brain had already 
begun, and was thus making the mortal 
struggle much more painful to sur- 
rounding friends. The fearful conflict 
between life and death had been going 
on since Friday, and it continued with 
terrible violence till this morning, a 
little after eight o’clock. There were 
occasional sweet recognitions and ex- 
pressions of love unutterable, especially 
to his wife and son, also to Mrs. Stirling 
and myself, and sometimes words and 
looks which betokened the highest 

G 
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things. His natural vigour made the 
struggle terrifically severe. But we 
knew him, and had long known him as 
one of the most humble and most faith- 


ful of our Christian brotherhood.’ All ~~ 
who knew him knew this, and will feel 





the loss severely; but to his wife, to: 
whom since their union he had been’ 
the most affectionate of husbands, the 
loss is of a character which nothing but 
her knowledge of the purpose of Him 
who made them and joined them, and 
who had led them through all the 
events of their pilgrimage, could make 
supportable. The first words she spoke 
after the spirit had escaped from the __ 
body were words of thankfulness. How 

precious is the knowledge of Him who 

hath overcome death, and Him who 


1 «Pour 35 ans il avait été un membre de notre famille, 
comme s'il avait été par naissance. C’était un homme 
d’une simplicité et loyauté de caractére parfait, tendre a 
sa femme, et affectueux & Madame Stirling et moi, et a 
tous nos parents, et surtout le cceur droit envers Dieu 
son Sauveur.”—Hztract from letter to M. Cramer Mallet. 
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hath the power of death! and as His 
victory was through death, so He leads 
us by the same way. . 
It is impossible not to believe that 
He had deepest sympathy with His 
servant during these dark hours, and 
that He had not real communion with 
him, although the lower nature had no 
participation in it. Oh friend, pray for 
us that we may gain from this sorrow 
all that our Father intends for us. . 
You will write to her; you know how 
she values your sympathy.—-Liver affec- 
tionately yours, T. ERSKINE. 


33. To THE Rev. J. M‘LEOD CAMPBELL, 
LINLATHEN, 2d Oct. 1856. 


My pEAR BrotrHerR,—Somehow or 
other Maurice’s letter has been lost, 
which I regret, chiefly because I cannot 
give you the words in which he ex- 
presses himself on the subject of your 
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book. His commendation of it, how- 
ever, is very high for its reach of 
thought, its logical development of 
thought, and the wise and loving 
candour of its judgment of other views. 
He is not particular in what he says of 
it, and I almost hope that he may have 
written to yourself about it... . 

T am reading Plato occasionally with 
exceeding interest. Surely the spirit 
of Socrates saw a great light, and he 
was faithful to his light. If he had 
lived at the time of Paul’s visit to 
Athens, I feel assured that he would 
have embraced the Gospel, and. then 
what interesting dialogues we should 


1 This letter was afterwards recovered. In it Mr. 
Maurice says :—‘‘I have wished to write to you about 
many things, especially about Mr. Campbell’s beautiful 
and profoundly interesting book. ... It was all and 
more than all I had expected. The serenity of it and his 
sympathy with those who differed from him were the 
qualities in it which struck me most, and made me most 
ashamed, though I fully recognised its logical power, 
and its grasp of that which is above and beneath all 
logic.” 
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have had! . . .—Ever affectionately 
yours, T. ERSKINE. 


34. To THOMAS CARLYLE, Esq. 
38 CHARLOTTE SQuaRE, 18¢h April 1857. 


Dear Mr. CartyLe,—tThe sight of 
your well-known handwriting was a 
real joy to me. I have felt the long 
interruption of all direct communication, 
and had often purposed writing to you 
or to Mrs. Carlyle, but had from day to 
day deferred it, as the manner of man 
is. ‘This was the more inexcusable as 
I had heard from worthy Mrs. Braid’ 
that Mrs. Carlyle, in whom she takes 
a mother’s interest, had been ill. I am 
glad that she is now better, and in a 
condition to benefit by what of spring 
or summer may be before us. I really 
hope that the next visit you pay to 


! A remarkable woman, an old nurse of Mrs. Carlyle, 
living near Edinburgh, whom Mr. Erskine frequently 
visited. 
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Scotland you will come to us, and 
before that. time I trust that this 
weary Fritz may be off your conscience 
and thrown on the consciences of other 
men, as incentive or warning as the 
truth of the matter may make him. I 
suppose that he shows us what a strong 
will and a clear insight without a con- 
science can do for aman. To me itis 
a most unpleasing spectacle—a German 
king confining his kinghood to leading 
armies, and extending frontiers, and 
setting up par gout as a French wit, 
and a ribald freethinker. JI would 
much rather be honest Mrs. Braid 
selling flour and bacon, and lovingly 
bearing’ the burden of her bedrid son. 
Yes, dear Mr. Carlyle, friends are 
getting fewer and fewer. Here I have 
scarcely one now out of my own im- 
mediate relations in whom I have the 
confidence of thorough intimacy except 
James Mackenzie, whose memory goes 
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back and whose hope goes forward in 
pleasant music. Our University here 
narrowly missed getting Scott for Pro- 
fessor of Logic the other day, which I 
greatly lament both for her sake and 
ours. I believe the Free Kirk bears 
the sin of it. 

My sisters, especially Mrs. Paterson, 
are and have been rather weakly. The 
loss in that house won’t soon be for- 
gotten. They think of you both with 
real affection, as I do.—Ever truly 
yours, T. ERSKINE. 


35. To Mrs. SCHWABE. 
LInLATHEN, 9¢h Sept. 1857. 
My pEAR Mrs. 8.,—I have read the 
sermon of Mr. Martineau, which you 
wished me to read, with deep interest 
and much sympathy. . I have felt along 
with him what a hopeless, desolate state 
men would be in, were they necessitated 
to scream out their wants and sorrows 
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to a being separated from them by an 
impassable gulf; and I have also felt 
what a deadly chill it throws over the 
universe to substitute eternal laws for 
an infinite Father. I have indeed found 
that the only deliverance for man lies in 
the living union of God with humanity, 
and not an historical matter, but an 
eternal spiritual order. If Christianity 
be true, it must be the only real natural 
religion, that is, it must explain all the 
true spiritual and moral consciousness 
within us, just as the theory of Newton, 
if true, must explain all the phenomena 
of the heavenly bodies. The fact of 
conscience is the great spiritual fact in 
man’s nature. Well, what is conscience ? 
Is it merely part and parcel of myself? 
Christianity says that it is the presence 
of God’s light, and life, and love, met 
by a spiritual capacity in us of appre- 
hending it; and that it is there not 
as a spy or as a taskmaster, but as a 
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loving guide, and helper, and comforter 
—that it is the divine spirit of sonship, 
to assure us of the unchangeable father- 
liness of God’s purpose towards us, and 
to accomplish that purpose in all who 
will yield themselves to it, making them 
indeed sons of God. ‘This presence 
dwells in each of us, connecting us with 
each other, and connecting all with 
God ; thus we are all specimens of that 
wonderful combination, God and man 
united, the divine element issuing out 
of God into us all, not direct from the 
great Father, but modified by passing 
through a human heart, and thus full 
of all holy human sympathies; that 
human heart is the heart of Jesus, the 
head and root of the race, our elder 
brother, like us, yet differing from us 
in this, that in us is seen the humanity 
indwelt by God, in Him is seen God 
assuming the humanity. He has passed 
through human life and human death 
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bearing all our burdens—the burden of 
our sins and the burden of our sorrows 
-——the true Saviour, the true King, 
connected with every individual of the 
race, not only by a bond of love, but a 
bond of relation of brotherhood, a bond 
which can never be broken. He pre- 
sents to us our Father’s character; He 
presents to the Father His own accom- 
plished idea and purpose in the creation 
of man; He stands in that relation to 
us, that He may make us like-minded 
to Himself; that is, that He may bring 
our wills into conformity with the 
Father’s, not that they should be lost 
in that highest will, but that they may 
become loving and intelligent recipients 
of it. Thus only can the desire of God 
for man be accomplished ; for thus only 
can man become a partaker of God’s 
life, of God’s blessedness ; and all this 
without the danger of self-exaltation, 
for man is to continue always a receiver. 
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There is, in my mind, something un- 
speakably sweet, and loving, and right- 
eous in this constitution of things. 

God does not give us each a private 
stock of wisdom and strength, by which 
we may work out an independent 
righteousness, on which we may stand 
and negotiate with Him and our fellow- 
creatures, but He creates us with a 
capacity of receiving or rejecting, and 
thus maintaining our moral responsi- 
bility ; and then He wells out of His 
own infinite fulness the supply of all 
our needs, thus imparting to all His 
gifts the character of loving fellowship, 
like that father in the parable who 
said, Son, thou art ever with me, and 
all that I have is thine—were I to give 
you an independent provision it would 
break this loving bond. One feels, too, 
that it is righteous that the fountain 
should be acknowledged as the foun- 
tain; and thus we see that there is 
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nothing arbitrary in the declaration 
that faith is man’s righteousness. Faith 
means dependence, recipiency, and that 
assuredly is the only right place for 
man to occupy, and thus only can he 
rise out of the religion of obedience into 
the religion of communion, as Mr. Mar- 
-tineau happily expresses it... . 

Dear friend, I must ask you not to 
show this letter to any one, but just 
to keep it in your own thought and 
conscience. I have written it without 
any care, and on looking it over I see 
that it is not very accurate or logical, 
but that may pass with a friend; I 
believe it to be true. 


36. To Mrs. BLACKWELL. 
LinuatHen, 10th Sept. 1857. 
My prar FriIenp,—... You will 
have heard of dear Lady Matilda’s? 


1 Lady Matilda Bruce, second daughter of Thomas, 
seventh Karl of Elgin, became, in 1839, the wife of Sir 
John Maxwell, Bart., of Pollok. 
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sudden departure, and I am sure that 
you would think of us as _ fellow- 
mourners with her own family. She 
-was a shining light, and many rejoiced 
in her light, receiving guidance and 
consolation from her. It would be well 
for us if we could learn to trust God as 
we trust those of our fellow-creatures 
whom we really believe to be good and 
loving. We could all name individuals, 
alive or dead, in whose love for us we 
had such confidence, that we should feel 
satisfied that our eternal interests would 
be quite safe in their hands, if they had 
only wisdom and power enough. If we 
believe that they had the requisite wis- 
dom and power, we should receive every 
appointment, painful or otherwise, with 
perfect acquiescence, knowing that it 
must be for our true good. My daily 
endeavour is to learn this same lesson 
in relation to God. I am sure He 
created me and all men to be partakers 
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in His own eternal life. This I believe 
is contained in the truth that He 
created us in Christ. Now this purpose 
of God I believe to be unchangeable, 
and that He will follow it on, until it 
be accomplished. |The Shepherd goes 
after the lost sheep until he finds it. I 
am persuaded that this is an eternal 
truth, and the only foundation on 
which a man who feels himself a sinner 
—self-destroyed—can lay himself down 
all his length in absolute trust... . 
Do not be afraid of what I have 
written, my dear friend. It is good 
news, but not too good to betrue. - It is 
the triumph of truth, and holiness, and 
love. It is the victory of Him who says 
to us, ‘Be not overcome of evil, but 
overcome evil with good.”—Ever aftec- 
tionately yours, T. ERskIne. 
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37. To Mr. MAURICE. 
LINLATHEN, 24th Nov. 1857. 

My DEAR Frienp,—It is a long time 
since I have had direct communication 
with you. Iam now, however, impelled 
to send you a word by the grateful feel- 
ings produced by reading your sermons 
for the day of humiliation and the 
following Sunday. I rejoice to read 
such things, and to know that they 
must be read by many. I wish our 
missionaries could read and understand 
them, that they might not weary them- 
selves by attempting to displace one set 
of dogmas and substitute another, but 
that they might commend themselves 
to every man’s conscience in the sight 
of God, by declaring the common 
Father, who is drawing all men into 
fellowship with Himself by that true 
Light which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world. If they claimed 
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all honesty and truthfulness and kind- 
ness—every act of self-sacrificing gene- 
rosity and uprightness—as Christianity, 
they could not fail meeting a response 
in every heart. They speak of traces of 
humanity being most visible in all faiths 
and forms—why not say that humanity 
is Christianity? For what else is it? 
Were there not that true light in man, 
were not the Son of God in him, where 
would his humanity be? And this, 
every man who feels the difference 
between himself and the brutes is not 
only capable of apprehending, but has 
a latent desire to apprehend. ‘Thou 
hearest His voice, but thou knowest 
not whence it cometh and whither it 
leadeth.” And this great explanation 
is the charm which frees the man from 
his fears and selfishness and slavery 
to visible things. If Christ be that 
Word, that Light, then everything 
according with them is Christianity— 
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not like Christianity, but actual Chris- 
tianity. 

Tam glad to think that your trumpet 
gives no uncertain sound. When shall 
we begin to realise that Christianity is 
not a religion got up either by God or 
man; but that it is the practical ac- 
knowledgment of man’s actual condition 
as a spiritual being, of God’s mind to- 
wards him, and of the relation in which 
he stands to God and to his fellow- 
creatures? ... Ever yours affection- 
ately, ; T. ERSKINE. 


38. To tHE Rev. ALEX. J. SCOTT. 


3 CHARLOTTE SQUARE, 11th Feb, 1864. 


_,.. WHAT an immense change would 
be made in the conscious personal 
religion of men, as well as in their 
theology, by understanding that they 
were made to be educated, not to 
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be tried; and therefore that trial is 
in order to education, not education 
in order to trial. Thou wilt not 
be overcome of evil, but wilt overcome 
evil with good. You were the person 
that showed me first how ‘all Divine 
precepts testify to Divine character, 
and consequently how we are entitled 
to look to God for this optimism. And 
in analogy with this, how we are 
entitled and justified in applying to 
God everything that we have experi- 
enced of amiable or conceived of ami- 
able in our fellow-creatures. I am 
carried back to the shore of the Gare- 
loch in 1830, when I walked and talked 
with you; and I am carried further 
back, to my own brother, who died in 
the ’16, and whose memory has been 
such a blessed help to me in my rela- 
tion to Jesus, and my realisation of the 
character of God. “If ye then being 
evil, how much more.” Is there not a 
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real rest for man’s spirit in ae —a 
rest upon a rock ? 

There are many things which I 
should like to talk with you about, and 
at some period there will be oppor- 
tunity enough.—Ever affectionately 
yours, T. ERSKINE. 


39. To Dran STANLEY. 


3 CHARLOTTE 8Q., 4th April 1864. 

My pEAR DEAN STANLEY, ... 
Your Church seems to be in a sad mess 
at present,—many truly earnest men 
afraid that the foundation of all their 
spiritual hopes is to be swept away 
by criticism, and forgetting that any 
revelation, whether inspired or un- 
inspired, must owe its whole value to 
its being the discovery of truth which 
remains true independently of that 
revelation, and which can be profitable 


1 Referring to the publication of Hssays and Reviews, 
and Colenso On the Pentateuch. 
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to us only in so far as it produces a con- 
viction in our minds, from its own light, 
unaffected by the inspiration or non- 
inspiration of the revelation. 

In this whole discussion there seems 
to me to lurk the idea that the dogmas 
of Christianity are imposed on us not 
as helps or guides, but as exercises of 
obedience and submission. I believe, 
on the contrary, that they are given for 
the purpose of explaining to us our 
relations with the spiritual world. What 
are the dogmas suited for domestic life ? 
Suppose a man entering as a stranger 
into a house, from which he had been 
carried away as an infant, and needing 
guidance for his conduct there. The 
dogmas would be, “that old man is 
your father, that old woman your 
mother, these are uncles and aunts, 
brothers and sisters, there is an old 
servant who saved your life in your 
childhood,” etc. ete. We don’t know 
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our duties apart from our relations, and 
the knowledge of our relations helps us 
to the performance as well as the know- 
ledge of our duties. To suppose that such 
domestic truths are, in the case sup- 
posed, given as exercises of faith, and to 
be received whether understood or not, 
would be too absurd ; and yet it would 
be less absurd than in the case of the 
Christian dogmas, because these are not 
merely facts, but the vehicles and ex- 
pressions of principles, recognisable by 
our spiritual understanding, as eternal 
and necessary truths. Plato’s doctrine 
of dvdpvynows would be a help to them, if 
they would use it... .—Ever truly 
yours, T. ERSKINE. 


40. To Mrs. A. J. SCOTT. 


3 CHARLOTTE Sq., 18th April 1864. 
Dear Mrs. Scort,— ... I cannot 
doubt that Mr. Scott has read Renan’s 
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Infe of Jesus; I should have hked to 
have talked with him about it. JI am 
not satisfied with any of the reviews of 
it. I don’t think that Renan’s criticism 
is to be met by criticism, but by show- 
ing what an empty gospel he makes 
of it, and what a real gospel he puts 
away, and also by showing what a true 
rationalism there lies in what he rejects 
as untenable in reason. 

God’s training of spirits endowed 
with free-will into His own sympathy 
is evidently a higher thing than the 
ordering of the material world, and we 
ought not therefore to suppose that the 
plan of that training is to be sub- 
ordinated to what we see or know of 
these lower laws. Renan has evi- 
dently never awakened to the conscious- 
“ness of that tremendous capacity of 
suffering that exists in the heart of 
man, else he would feel the necessity of 
finding a remedy and a refuge in the 
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heart of an almighty, all-wise, and all- 
loving Creator. Love is to Renan an 
object of tasteful admiration, not the one 
great spiritual power in the universe. 

We are at present 1 in a distress. We 
have the Bishop of “Argyll with us, and 
he has been taken ill. 

Give our kind regards to your sister 
from us all.—Yours affectionately, 

T. ERSKINE. 


Mrs. Rich was the eldest daughter of 
Sir James Mackintosh, and the widow 
of Claudius James Rich, long resident 
at Bagdad. She was a devoted friend 
of Mr. Erskine’s, and the following 
letters were addressed to her niece, 
Miss Wedgwood, who, happening to 
have been born in a snowstorm, had a 
name bestowed on her in the familiar 
parlance of family and friends, which 
the special affection he cherished for 
her led Mr. Erskine to employ :— 
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41. To Miss WEDGWOOD. 


PotLok House, Giascow, 18th May 1865. 

BELOVED Snow,—.... The evi- 
dence of a spiritual state which con- 
tinually forces itself upon me is the 
demand which my conscience makes on 
me for qualities and feelings, which 
would not be at all necessary, if this 
outward social order were all. To do 
actions beneficial to society and to abs- 
tain from actions hurtful to society 
would be enough; but love and _ holi- 
ness, and trust in an unseen, are de- 
manded by my conscience, and are 
necessary for my peace, still more than 
any outward actions whatever, and I 
cannot meet these demands without 
knowing something of the nature of 
that spiritual world of which they are 
the natural laws. My whole being is a 
contradiction if there be not a spiritual 
world, and if I do not belong to it. 
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But it is impossible that my being 
should be a contradiction. I feel that 
goodness and truth and righteousness 
are realities, eternal realities, and that 
they cannot be abstractions or vapours 
floating in a spiritual atmosphere, but 
that they necessarily imply a living 
personal will, a good, loving, righteous 
God, in whose hands we are perfectly 
safe, and who is guiding us by unfailing 
wisdom. I have known in my life two 
or three persons who, I knew, honestly 
and earnestly and unceasingly endea- 
voured to help me to be a right man; 
and now, in looking back on these per- 
sons, I feel what a deep confidence this 
purpose of theirs inspired me with, and 
T am conscious of having a similar con- 
fidence in God through all varieties in 
His treatment of me, because I have 
in my conscience the continual proof 
that He never for a moment relaxes His 
earnest purpose that I should be right. 
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Dear friend, if I believe in God, in 
a Being who made me, and fashioned 
me, and knows my wants and capacities 
and necessities, because He gave them 
to me, and who is perfectly good and 
loving, righteous, and perfectly wise 
and powerful, whatever my circum- 
stances inward or outward may be, 
however thick the darkness which en- 
compasses me, [ yet can trust, yea, be 
assured, that all will be well, that He 
can draw light out of darkness, and 
make crooked things straight. With- 
out such a thought of God, the con- 
sciousness of being embarked in an 
unending existence, out of which we 
cannot extricate ourselves, would be 
a horror insupportable; but I know 
that He can make it not only support- 
able, but a real and continual joy and 
a reason for continual thankfulness. 

“Que mon 4me vive qu'elle te loue.” 
Dear Madame de Broglie used to repeat 
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that verse the last year of her life as 
the chief expression of her feeling. 

Yes, beloved Snow, we shall yet see 
a moral law of gravitation doing in the 
world of spirits that which the material 
law of gravitation does in this visible 
system of things; we yet shall see the 
infinite righteous love of God attracting 
all hearts, and uniting them to Himself 
and to each other, and filling them all 
out of His fulness. 

Farewell. I may be here for a few 
days longer ; but Linlathen will be my 
proper address through the summer.— 
Ever yours, very affectionately, 

T. ERSKINE. 


I am just looking at some beautiful 
fragrant flowers, and they seem to me 
to say so much of the gentleness and 
tenderness of their Creator. What do 
they represent? Can we say when 
they are before us that we have no 
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evidence of the love and righteousness 
of God? But still the demand of 
righteousness within us is the chiefest 
evidence,—an evidence which the dis- 
mal condition of the human race does 
not seem to me at all to shake. God 
is in no hurry, and man requires a long 
and varied process. 


42. To Miss WEDGWOOD. 


LINLATHEN, DuNDEBR, 12¢h June 1865. 

My prEsaR Snow,—I feel that what 
ought to be, must be, and is, so that 
when I am satisfied that a thing ought 
to be, I feel justified in regarding it as 
a reality. A universe without a right 
and good purpose in creating, sustain- 
ing, and guiding it, is a thing which I 
am sure ought not to be, and cannot be. 
I believe in good—in the existence of 
good. I cannot help believing in it; 
but Iam sure good cannot exist with- 
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out a will, and so I find that my belief 
in good actually implies my belief in 
God, the living Fountain of good. 

Is my inner sense, my conscience, 
less to be trusted than my outward 
senses? Have I firmer reason to be- 
leve in an outward world than in an 
inward? I think not. I believe in the 
reality of goodness and rightness, at 
least as much as I do in the reality of 
earth and water. In fact, I could not 
feel justified in ascribing reality to the 
outward world at all, in a true sense; 
it does not seem to have a necessary 
existence, as the other has. 

The beauty and order of the material 
world seem to me to contain an assurance 
that in the higher region of creation, in 
the moral world, a similar order will 
yet take place, and must take place. I 
am sure that if all hearts were filled 
with righteous love, all the present con- 
fusion and misery would disappear from 
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the earth. I see a preparation for this 
result in the capacity of love as a part 
of our organisation, and in the capacity 
of apprehending God as a centre of 
attraction. This is a very refreshing 
thought, dear Snow; look at it kindly 
and cordially. Icannot love that which 
is unloveable, directly, or in itself, but 
I can arrive at loving it through an- 
other. I cannot be right or happy till 
I love all men, and yet there is some- 
thing exceedingly unloveable in almost 
all men. How am I to get over this 
difficulty? If I see that there is a 
God, and that there is a real loveable- 
ness in God, so that I can love Him, 
and if I see that He loves me and all 
other unloveable men with a love which 
desires to make me and them worthier 
both of His love and of each other's 
love, I can as it were ascend by the ray 
of love which comes from His heart to 
myself, and from that heart survey, in 
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its own light, all the objects of its love, 
entering into its sympathies and long- 
ings and desires concerning them. This 
ought to be—therefore is. 

I have just been engaged in a won- 
derful history. When I left Edinburgh 
three weeks ago, I went, as my habit 
has been for some years, to visit an old 
friend at his house in the country. He 
was a sufferer from rheumatic pains and 
from injuries sustained by falls in hunt- 
ing in his earlier life; but he was in his 
usual health, having recovered from an 
influenza which had laid him up a short 
time before. After I had been nearly 
a fortnight with him, and when I was 
preparing to come away, he pressed me 
to stay a day or two longer to see his 
nephew, an old friend and relative of 
mine whom he was expecting. I stayed 
a day or two, and saw him in the course 
of that time hurried out of life and laid 
out a corpse on his bed. I have scarcely 
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been able to realise it—it seems like a 
troubled dream; the merely pheno- 
menal character of all outward things 
has been pressed in upon me by it, 
whilst the deep eternal reality of God, 
and of our relation to Him, has com- 
mended itself to me more strongly... . 
—Kver affectionately yours, 
T. ERSKINE. 


The result of this correspondence was 
a visit paid to Linlathen in the month 
of September, of which a journal was 
kept by Miss Wedgwood, and _trans- 
mitted to London with the object of 
bringing Mr. Erskine near to her aunt, 
Mrs. Rich, as it proved for the last time 
in this world. Some extracts from 
this journal are now presented to the 
reader :— . 

LINLATHEN, 1865. 

I think what I feel specially valuable 

in him, distinct from all other religious 
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people I know, is his intense conscious- 
ness and realising of all the difficulties 
and mysteries of this life, combined 
with his perfect trust in the purpose of 
this life as education. I know others 
who have the last, and of course many 
many who have the first, but the union 
of the two, I think, I never saw but in 
him. He looks not across the mysteri- 
ous gulf of evil merely, but through it. 
It is not any ignoring, any silence in 
his spirit about the hideous abyss, but 
it is seeing an object which makes all 
worth while, and a strength that can 
not only bridge it over, but change it. 
... I feel Mr. Erskine is always saying 
to himself, as indeed he has said once 
or twice since I came here, “ It is the 
best thing that is offered each of us; 
we cannot see it, but it is the best 
TELE eh ey 

One thing reminded me of you so 
much—it was in speaking of the subject 

I 
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you and I have often discussed, of 
families separating,—and his words 
struck me, “It is neglecting the finger- 
posts,” he said,—which seems to me so 
exactly what itis. In some rare cases, 
no doubt, a person may find a better 
path by neglecting the finger-posts, but 
almost never. I liked the way he dwelt 
on the blessing of our circumstances 
being made for us, it is so much what 
one is tempted to forget just now: “ It 
is a great evil to refuse to understand 
our circumstances, but we never shall 
understand them, or God’s purpose in 
them, till we have become partners in 
effecting it. We do not first see the 
meaning of our education, and then 
yield to it, but we see it as we yield, or 
rather as we take up our share, for we 
must become active in it. And yet it 
“is not all volition. There must be 
something in it that our will cannot 
produce.” 
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He was speaking at one time of 
Judas, and the strange fact that to a 
sordid nature like his it should have 
been allotted to take care of the purse, 
so that it seemed as if God had en- 
couraged what was wrong in him, giving 
him an opportunity of evil. “ But then 
the opportunity of evil is the oppor- 
tunity of good. The temptation may 
be made the deliverance. A friend of 
mine once repeated to me a sentence out 
of a sermon that he thought utter non- - 
sense, but to me it seemed to have a 
meaning in it,—‘ What were rocks made 
for, my brethren? Even that mariners 
might avoid them!’” I rather agreed 
with his friend; but I saw what he 
meant by the words,—that there was a 
gain in having avoided rocks which 
there would not be in rocks never 
having existed. But he saw the Irish- 
ism of the saying of course very clearly. 

Then another time he said a thing 
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that struck me very much—I don’t 
mean that I had never thought it my- 
self, but the words as they came from 
him seemed fuller,—‘“ Right is always 
right, and wrong always wrong, but the 
indications of right and wrong are very 
different, and vary from age to age; in 
our own day what we have to learn is 
that the indications of wrong (as we 
have thought them) may be found along 
with right and the indications of right 
alone with wrong. There was a time 
when the watchword of a party was so 
closely linked with the reality that 
people did not see the difference. I do 
not think it is so now; Paul preached 
Jesus. That word was enough then. 
Now it may mean anything.” I cannot 
tell you how it impressed me, the way 
he said this; but perhaps I have hardly 
conveyed to you all it meant for me. 


“* Sept. 5, 1865. 
‘““When we are perplexed by the 
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sight of creatures who seem to be 
receiving no education, or worse than 
none, who are debased by all the suffer- 
ing they have gone through, I think the 
only answer is to reflect upon the in- 
finite variety of function that we are 
called upon to fill, and the infinite 
variety consequently of education neces- 
sary for this purpose. Christ is the 
head, and the members are various, 
each represented by numbers of human 
beings, and sometimes no doubt some 
seem in a very much lower position 
than others; but when we remember 
the oneness of life in which all partake 
there is nothing of degradation in that 
variety. All form one body, and every 
member of that body needs a different 
training. God knows the least necessi- 
ties of each. Think of the number of 
infants that die under a year old. We 
cannot suppose they go out of school. 
Why should it be any difficulty to us 
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that after a long life many should leave 
this world as much in need of prolonged 
discipline? Everything in our experi- 
ence seems, if I may say so, to indicate 
something very lengthy. God is in no 
hurry with us, let us be in no hurry 
wate elie 

‘““T wonder it is not a greater difh- 
culty in the theory of Renan, that the 
fourth Gospel contains no moral teach- 
ing at all. Every word which Jesus 
utters there refers to Himself. Now is 
it possible to feel any admiration for 
Him, and not to feel that the being 
who could speak thus must be more 
than man? If He is not God, He 
cannot be a good man. No mere 
man could use such language of him- 
self and retain his right to our rever- 
ence.” . , 

I asked him about the passage, John 
x. 34, 36, which seems a difficulty in 
connection with this view. 
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“Yes, it seems like diluting His 
demands upon their reverence by taking 
the meaning of Divinity in a somewhat 
lower sense. J have never been able 
to understand it. But what is certain 
is, that we must interpret an isolated 
passage in harmony with the general 
tenor of the book, and not vice versa.” 

“Sept. 6. 
~ “Jt is no difficulty to me that so 
many people are placed in circumstances 
for which they are not fitted. I have 
felt all my life that I was in circum- 
stances for which I was not fitted, and 
I see that this is necessary. Education 
would stop if we and our circumstances 
fitted each other. Failure is no diffi- 
culty to me, or rather there can be no 
failure ; for the purpose of God is the 
training of the spirit, and this cannot 
fail. All that we are accustomed to 
value, all that we make an object of, is 
just mere gymnastics. It is nothing if 
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it does not help forward this. For some 
the whole period of this life may be 
rightly taken up with learning their 
own evil, their own weakness. It may 
be necessary through many ages to 
plumb the depths of our own misery, 
that we may learn to know what the 
help of God means. I believe that we 
shall come to feel that all was worth 
while, that it is not too much to endure, 
if it had gone on for thousands of years, 
to bring us to an eternity of righteous- 
ness. Think of it—the love of God! 
We use those words very often, and get 
no comfort from them, but think what 
human love means,—a perfect oneness 
of sympathy and will with any very 
near friends, and imagine that purified 
and intensified to Infinitude! The 
depth of our misery now is to me a 
witness of the immensity of the bless- 
ing that makes all this worth while.” 
‘All religion is in the change from 
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He to Thou. It is a mere abstraction 
as long as it is He. Only with the 
Thou we know God.” 


43. To top Rev. WM. TAIT. 


31 CHARLOTTE SQUARE, 
7th Feb. 1866. 


DEAR oLD FRrRienp,— Although I 
never think of you but as a youth, 
having before my mind’s eye the form 
in which I knew you thirty-eight years 
ago, I am sorry for the cause that takes 
you to Pau, yet I hope that it may be 
for further good than the restoration of 
Mrs. Tait’s health. When I hear of 
such a congregation as that which you 
.describe, as given over to your minis- 
trations for some months, I sometimes 
feel as if I should like to tell them 
something myself. It was a curious 
gospel that Lucretius preached to the 
Romans of his time, ‘There are no 
gods,’—hurrah! and yet it was a real 
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gospel in his mind. He meant to tell 
them that in the government of the 
Universe there was no caprice nor 
favouritism, —no -selfish seeking for 
honours or sacrifices, no malice nor 
jealousy to be gratified, no Venus, nor 
Mars, nor Juno, who ruled the affairs 
of men for their own private views and 
piques and interests, and not on any 
general principle of good,—but fixed 
eternal laws of justice and righteousness. 
I have a great sympathy with the old 
poet, and am sure that he would have 
welcomed a fuller gospel, if it had been 
suggested to him, a gospel declaring that 
not inexorable laws, however just and 
righteous, but a Being whose righteous- 
ness is love, guides and rules the Uni- 
verse, and that His one unchangeable 
purpose in creating and sustaining man 
is to make him a partaker in His own 
blessedness by making him a partaker 
in His own righteousness, and that all 
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the events of life, the infinite variety 
and complication of joys and sorrows, 
and duties and relations, in which we 
find ourselves involved, constitute the 
education by which He would train and 
lead us to that great consummation. 
Whatever happens to us contains this 
loving purpose in it, and so may be 
welcomed by us as a manifestation of 
it, and should be studied by us that we 
may enter into all its meaning. For 
until we enter into it, and become 
fellow - workers with God in working 
out our own education, we remain un- 
profited by it. The purpose remains, but 
remains fruitless, so long as we remain 
neutrals or resisters of the work. There 
are few religious phrases that have had 
such a power of darkening men’s minds, 
as to their true relation to God, as the 
common phrase that we are here in a 
state of probation—under trial, as it 
were. We are not in a state of trial, 
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we are ina process of education, directed 
by that eternal purpose of love which 
brought us into being. It is impossible 
to have a true confidence in God whilst 
we feel ourselves in a state of trial; we 
must necessarily regard Him, not as a 
Father, but as a Judge, and we must 
be occupied with the thought how we 
are to pass our trial. We know our 
own unworthiness, and though we know 
that we have a Saviour, there must still 
be a degree of alarm in the thought of 
that judgment-seat. But when we have 
once realised the idea that we are in a 
process of education, which God will 
carry on to its fulfilment, however long 
it may take, we feel that the loving 
purpose of our Father is ever resting 
on us, and that the events of life are 
not appointed as testing us, whether 
we will choose God’s will or our own, 
but real lessons to train us into making 
the right choice. If probation is our 
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thought, then forgiveness or receiving 
a favourable sentence is our object; if 
education is our thought, then progress 
in holiness is our object. If I believe 
myself in a state of education, every 
event, even death itself, becomes a 
manifestation of God’s eternal purpose ; 
on the probation system, Christ appears 
as the deliverer from a condemnation ; 
on the education system He appears 
as the deliverer from sin itself. 

My sister Mrs. Paterson often speaks 
of you, and likes to look back on past 
scenes—as well as forward. She had 
enjoyed your tract’ very much, as also 
had Mrs. Stirling. I shall be most glad 
to make your son’s acquaintance. Give 
our affectionate regards to your wife, 
and receive the same to yourself. Fare- 
well, dear man.—Ever truly yours, 

T. ERsKINE. 


1 «The Open Latch.” 
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44, To Miss WEDGWOOD. 
11 Great Stuart Street, 16th Feb. 1866. 

My pEAR Snow,—I am glad that it 
was you who wrote that article on Scott. 
I should have welcomed it from any 
one, but I am happy that it comes from 
one whom I know and love as I do you. 
When I first knew him he was very 
open and communicative, but he had 
then less to communicate, and what he 
had was less complicated, less dependent 
for its intelligibility on the understand- 
ing of many other things related to it. 
I often wondered at the number and 
variety of matters in which he evidently 
took interest, and which he had made. 
himself master of, and yet I always felt 
that he never lost sight of the relation 
of each department to the great whole, 
—the place which it held in the hier- 
archy of things. I believe that God 
was a great reality to him. I am happy 
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to think that you have pleasant remem- 
brances: of your visit, and hope that you 
may be inclined to repeat it. There are 
not many from whom [I anticipate the 
same kind of sympathy that I do from 
you, and I feel that it is a great reason 
for thankfulness to find in a younger 
generation those who may in some 
measure fill the places that have become 
vacant. 

Well-beloved Snow, may the blessing 
of God guide and comfort you !—Ever 


affectionately yours, 
T. ERSKINE. 


Give my love to Mrs. Rich, and my 
best regards to your father and mother. 


45, Mr. CARLYLE to Mr. ERSKINE. 
Scorspric, EccLEFEcHAN, 17th April 1866. 
Dear Mr. Ersxine,—This is almost 
the first day I have had any composure; 
and I cannot but write you a little word 
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of gratitude, to Mrs. Stirling and you, 
for your cordial reception of me in my 
late shipwrecked state, and your un- 
wearied patience with me, during the 
whole of the late adventure. Now 
that it is all comfortably over, and a 
thing to look thankfully back upon, 
there is no feature of it prettier to me 
than that your kind chamber in the wall 
should have been my safe lodging-place 
(three ‘‘chambers” or almost four, as 
Cairns well knows!), and that there, 
with the very clock silenced for me, I 
should have been so affectionately 
sheltered.1 Thanks for this, as for the 
crown of a long series of kindnesses, 
precious to remember for the rest of 
my days. 

I intend home, probably Monday next 
—from Dumfries, my penult and one 

remaining shift. I sprained my ankle 


1 This was on the occasion of Mr. Carlyle’s installation 
as Lord Rector of the University of Edinburgh. 
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a week ago, but it is mending ;—and 
otherwise the scene altogether is touch- 
ing, tender, and mournfully beautiful to 
me. I wrote a little word to Lady 
Ruthven, as you suggested. I am still 
deepish in Notes, and ought to be in 
the woods of Springkell on my solitary 
rides of meditation rather. 

With many grateful regards to Madam 
and yourself, I remain always yours 
sincerely, T. CARLYLE. 


46. To Bishop EWING. 
4] CHARLOTTE SqQ., Jan. 9, 1861. 

_ My pear Bisnop,—Don’t you your- 
self feel that the sacrifice of Christ was 
truly the sacrifice of self at the very 
root of the humanity? It is written in 
the Epistle to the Hebrews that “He put 
away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.” 

Sin consists in self-seeking; and sin 
can therefore be put away by no other 
means than the sacrifice of self—a sacri- 

K 


wees, 


146 THE FATHERHOOD OF GOD 


fice, however, which must be reproduced 


: in every soul of man before he is indivi- 


dually delivered from sin. 

Christ’s sacrifice cannot be unlike 
anything else in the world—it is the 
very type of what must be done by 
the spirit of Christ in every human 
being.—Yours affectionately, 

| T, ERskINe. 


47. To Bishop EWING. 
41 CHARLOTTE Saq., Jan. 15, 1861. 

My peEAR BisHorp,—What is the 
meaning of the words of our Lord, 
“Not my will, but thine be done” ? 
and those others, ‘“‘I came not to do 
mine own will, but the will of my 
Father”? Jesus Christ was truly a 
man, and truly tempted, although He 
always resisted temptation, and, there- 
fore, had that in Him which could be 
tempted. He came into humanity, and 
went through the education of humanity, 
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laying down self at each step. He would 
not have been a real man, if He had not 
had that self in Him which would seek 
its own. And He was our Saviour by 
continually sacrificing that self, and by 
presenting Himself continually to His 
Father in every thought and word and 
deed—a perfectly loving and obedient 
Son. His sacrifice was the work of His 
whole life, and this sacrifice is the basis 
and the soul of all true worship of God 
ieman, -. 


48. To BisHop EWING. 
4] CHARLOTTE SQUARE, Feb, 1861. 

Vescovo Carissimo,—I_ have, of 
course, read Mr. Maurice’s book on 
Sacrifice, and I felt there, as in all his 
writings and speakings on the subject, 
the presence of that element of which 
he feels the absence both in Mr. 
Campbell and in me. It is not, how- 
ever, absent from my mind, only I feel 


—— 


| 
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a great difficulty in forming anything 
like aclear idea of it. It is the redemp- 
tion of humanity by its purgation in its 
root—the God-man, through His death 
and resurrection. I have been always 
accustomed chiefly to contemplate this 
in its reproduction, in the_spirits of 
men, by the operation of the Holy 
Spirit, when it becomes part of our 
own personal conscious history. I have 
always felt Mr. Maurice’s language on 
this subject less clear than I could 
wish. I find this both in his book on 
Sacrifice, and in the remarks which he 
makes on Campbell’s book in the intro- 
duction to his Epistle of St. John. I 
believe that Christ’s work on earth 
could not have been a mere manifesta- 
tion of the loving purpose of the 
Father, but must have accomplished 
something, and that was the purgation 
of which I have spoken above... . 
—Very truly yours, T. ERSKINE. 
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49. To Bishop EWING. 
LINLATHEN, August 17, 1864, 

Vescovo Carissimo,— ... It is as 
clear as day that, however true a truth 
may be, it can never have its full 
legitimate influence over me and value 
to me, until I discern the truthfulness 
of it; but I require to be gradually 
educated into the discernment of its 
truthfulness ; and authority is an in- 
dispensable element in this education. 
A child must begin in its knowledge of 
numbers by believing on the authority of 
its teacher that twice two is four, yet 
no one even supposes that the child 
has really learned the truth on this 
matter until it is in a condition to 
reject any authority that would try to 
give it the idea that twice two was 
five. Even so in religious truth we 
must begin with authority: the child 
is to be educated into the discernment 
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of truth, and we know that in regard 
to much in this department of thought 
nine hundred and ninety-nine out of 
every thousand remain children to the 
end of their lives. At the same time, 
the object of the true teacher will 
always be to help the child (whether 
he be young or old) to discern the 
truthfulness of the truth, and this is 
to be done by helping it from a lower 
step to a higher, by letting it perceive 
the connection between them, just as a 
child, after it has perceived that twice 
two is four, may be helped to. see that 
twice four is eight. Thus a child may 
soon understand that God wishes it to 
be good, if it has the good fortune to 
have a father or mother who it feels 
wishes it to be good, and when it has 
got the knowledge in this way, it has 
hold of the truth, not on authority, but 
really. In the same way it may learn 
that God’s purpose in punishing it is 


REVEALED IN CHRIST. 151 


to make it good, and that the meaning 
of God’s goodness in relation to it is 
that He will use the fittest treatment 
(whether pain or pleasure) to make it 
good. It may then go on to learn that 
real trust in God means a confidence 
that His purpose in all that He does 
is to make it good. It is quite evident 
that the duty of faith in God might 
be taught as a dogma resting on the 
authority of Catechism or Scripture for 
a hundred years without the slightest 
good, because the old child has never 
discerned the truthfulness of the truth. 
Now, as I believe that all the dogmas 
of Revelation are connected with that 
primal truth, their truthfulness must 
be discerned in the light of that truth 
before they can do the work they are 
intended for. The true teaching of 
Christianity is helping men to see that 
the work of Christ is simply the de- 
claration of and carrying out of this 
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primal truth, that God’s purpose is to 
make men good. For my own part, 
I feel that I believe the Bible because 
of the things that I find in it, rather 
than that I believe them because they 
are in the Bible. 

I believe that if it were generally 
adopted as a fundamental truth that 
man was created not to be tried but to 
be educated, it would help to clear the 
way both of teachers and of learners 
very much. The idea that we are ina 
state of trial or probation necessarily 
forces us to look on God as a Judge, 
and forces us also to be more occupied 
with the forgiveness of sins than with 
a deliverance from sinfulness. It is 
this idea which has given its character 
of substitution to the life and death of 
Christ, representing it as the ground 
on which God is justified in forgiving 
men, rather than as the actings of the 
root of the human tree, by which the 
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sap is prepared for and propelled into 
the branches. It seems to me also that 
it is this idea which has made eternal 
punishment to be received as a prin- 
ciple in God’s government. If it were 
believed that God had created us for 
education, and that not one in a 
thousand had really received any 
education, it would generally be ac- 
cepted without hesitation that the 
education must necessarily proceed in 
the next world. ... I hope the Great 
Physician’s treatment may be profitable 
both for your soul and body.—Yours 
very truly, T. ERSKINE. 


50, To MapAmE FOREL. 


41 CHARLOTTE SQ., EDINBURGH, 
24th April 1862. 


. . . | BELIEVE as you do, that eter- 
nity has nothing to do with duration. 
I think eternal means essential in oppo- 
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sition to phenomenal. So eternal life is 
God’s own life; it is essential life ; and 
eternal punishment is the misery be- 
longing to the nature of sin, and not 
coming from outward causes. A man 
who receives the will of God into his 
inner being is taking hold of eternal 
life, for God’s life is in His will, or 
perhaps His will is His life, and thus 
a participation in His will is a partici- 
pation in His life. Que ton royaume 
(régne) vienne, que ta volonté soit faite. 
This is salvation,—when a man uses his 
individual will merely as the recipient 
of God’s will. All the planets have 
their separate individual centres of 
gravitation, but then only there is order, 
when these are kept in subordination 
to the sun as the common centre. Sal- 
vation is true order in the moral world. 
It means a deliverance from disorder, 
not a deliverance from punishment, for 
punishment is desirable when it corrects 
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disorder. Give my affectionate regards 
to Madame Vinet . .. and believe me, 
very truly yours, T. ERSKINE. 


51. To AN UNKNOWN CORRESPONDENT. 


FairH in God, trust in the righteous 
God, the almighty Maker and Ruler 
of all things, contains within it the 
assurance that good must overcome evil 
universally. But what is the victory of 
Good over Evil? Is it the destruction 
and annihilation of all evil beings? No, 
that is not the victory of good over evil, 
but the victory of strength over weak- 
ness. The victory of good over evil is 
the conversion of all evil beings into 
good beings; it is the making darkness 
light and crooked things straight. 

I am saved from pantheism by the 
consciousness that I can and do resist 
God, and also that I can and do yield 
myself to Him. 
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The following letter from Thomas 
Carlyle, possessing beyond its intrinsic 
value a special interest, as being the last 
letter addressed by him to his friend at 
Linlathen, may not improperly, it is 
thought, be included in this collection. 


52, Mr. CARLYLE ro Mr. ERSKINE. 
CHELSEA, 12th Feb. 1869. 

Dear Mr. Erskinge,—I was most 
agreeably surprised by the sight of 
your handwriting again, so kind, so 
welcome! The letters are as firm and 
honestly distinct as ever ;—the mind 
too, in spite of its frail environments, as 
clear, plumb-wp, calmly expectant, as in 
the best days: right so; so be it with 
us all, till we quit this dim sojourn, now 
grown so lonely to us, and our change 
come! “Our Father which art in 
heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
will be done ;”—what else can we say ? 
The other night, in my sleepless tossings 
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about, which were growing more and 
more miserable, these words, that brief 
and grand Prayer, came strangely into 
my mind, with an altogether new em- 
phasis; as if written, and shining for 
me in mild pure splendour, on the black 
bosom of the Night there ; when I, as 
it were, read them word. by word,—with 
a sudden check to my imperfect wan- 
derings, with a sudden softness of com- 
posure which was much unexpected. 
Not for perhaps thirty or forty years 
had I once formally repeated that 
Prayer ;—nay, I never felt before how 
intensely the voice of Man’s soul it is ; 
the inmost aspiration of all that is high 
and pious in poor Human Nature; right 
worthy to be recommended with an 
“ After this manner pray ye.” 

T am very thankful that you went to 
see poor Betty ; she is one of the most 
venerable human figures now known to 
me in the world. I called there, the 
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first thing after my bit of surgery in 
the neighbourhood, end of July last ; 
I seemed to have only one other visit 
to make in all Scotland,—and I made 
only one. The sight of poor Betty, 
mournful as it is, and full of mourn- 
fullest memories to me, always does me 
good. So far as I could any way learn, 
she is well enough in her humble thrifty 
economics, etc.: if otherwise at any 
time, I believe you understand that 
help from this quarter would be a sacred 
duty to me. 

I am still able to walk, though I do 
it on compulsion merely, and without: 
pleasure except as in work done. It is 
a great sorrow that you now get fatigued 
so soon, and have not your old privilege 
in this respect ;—I only hope you per- 
haps do not quite so indispensably need 
it as 1; with me it is the key to sleep, 
and in fact the one medicine (often in- 
effectual, and now gradually oftener) 
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that I ever could discover for this poor 
clay tabernacle of mine. I still keep 
working, after a weak sort; but can 
now do little, often almost nothing ; 
—all my little “work” is henceforth 
private (as I calculate) ; a setting of my 
poor house in order; which I would 
fain finish in time, and occasionally fear 
I shan’t. Dear Mr. Erskine, good be 
ever with you. Were my hand as little 
shaky as it is to-day, I would write to 
you oftener. A word. from you will 
ever be welcome here !—Yours sincerely 
and much, T. CARLYLE. 
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